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  Our Season of Epiphany  

“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 

and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 

to their country by another route.”     Matthew 2:9-12 

 

Dear Friends, 

Christmas did not end last week… it began.  In the winter of 1970, I spent 6 weeks studying all over 

Mexico.  I discovered that Christmas began on December 24th and ended January 6th.  Then the season of 

Epiphany began.  The powerful story of the Kings who followed a star takes center stage.  We too are in 

need of following the light of God to connect with Christ.  There are many distractions on our journey.  We 

are not being deceived by an evil, jealous, and illegitimate king. Rather we drawn in to trying to figure out 

what our church is called to do and be in a strange world that seemed unimaginable just a few years back. 

The kings were drawn to the light which is a hint for our priorities.   

 At the center of our priorities is the reality of our singular hope in the grace of God which we encounter as 

we follow that “bright and morning star” named Jesus.   

Love, Mark 

 

First Christian Church Greeley (Disciples 

of Christ) holds Sunday worship services 

in the sanctuary at 10: 00 am.  

Child care is provided 

during the service.  

Find more information  

at www.fccgreeley.com.  

Contact Us  
Rev. Dr. Mark Pumphrey: 303.748.5385 

Judi Ring, Spiritual/Pastoral Care: 719.740.3253 

Todd Loschen, Youth: 970.397.9258  

David Haining, Technology: fcctech@fccgreeley.com 

Gary Ikenouye, Bookkeeper: fccbookkeeper@comcast.net 

Admin Asst:  970.352.1292  fccadmin@comcast.net 

Website:  www.fccgreeley.com 

D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T  
2230 13th St, Greeley, CO 970-352-1292   fccgreeley.com 

 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS! 

Out-to-Lunch Bunch Southern Style 

We’re starting the new year with a trip to Georgia 

Boys BBQ, here in Greeley at 2473 W 28th St., on 

January 15. We’ll meet at the restaurant at noon 

for the best BBQ in Colorado, as declared by the 

Travel Channel. Please be sure to sign up on the 

sign-up board near Fellowship Hall or let Marla 

Johnson know that you plan to attend. We’ll have 

a smokin’ good time! 

 

Enjoy Fellowship Time? Help Us Host! 

Please consider signing up to host our fellowship 

time, either as individuals or as a group. 

Refreshments can be simple or fancy, your choice. 

ALL ARE APPRECIATED! A sign-up sheet is posted 

on the bulletin board just inside Fellowship Hall. If 

you’re unable to host, your Fellowship Team asks 

that you contribute by occasionally furnishing 

cookies. Please help us provide this hospitality 

ministry! 

 

 

 

You Are a Blessing to Many 

Thank you to our wonderful congregation for your 

tremendous support of the mission work of our church 

throughout 2022. When your Mission Team has 

presented an opportunity to help, you have opened your 

hearts and answered the call. Your amazing generosity 

of time, talents, and treasure helped countless people in 

need in our community and beyond. Together, we are 

making a difference as we follow Jesus’s command to 

love one another. Watch for the 2022 Mission/Outreach 

giving summary for more detail about the many 

organizations we supported this past year. These 

organizations are extremely appreciative of the support 

our church so generously provides as we partner to 

bring God’s love and caring to people in need. 

 

                                 

 

Happy New Year! 
Looking Forward to a Wondrous and Blessed 2023 

 with the First Christian Church-Greeley Disciples of Christ 
Family! 

Ken Thompson, 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elder’s Message 
 
We’ve just completed another year with the end of the 
Holiday Season and are starting a brand new one. We 
were reminded in the Christmas carol that the angels 
sang “Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled” and that with the birth of our lord Jesus 
we’ve received the greatest gift of all, our redemption. 
Traditionally the new year is also our time to make 
resolutions to improve ourselves over the next year. But 
with this new year we are challenged to make resolutions 
about what should be the role of our church in the next 
year and the future to come. In addition to improving 
ourselves, we need to consider as a church what are our 
responsibilities and obligations to serve our Lord and all 
our neighbors during the new year. We have already 
made big commitments to our community through our 
support of our sister congregations in our building, 
Habitat for Humanity, Weld County Food bank, and 
several other community groups. But we are being 
challenged by a changing world where the new 
generations are not interested in our building and 
Sunday services so much as what are we doing to make 
a real positive difference for them in our community, and 
are we welcoming them into our congregation? Are we 
stuck in the comfortable traditional routines or are we 
daring enough to change our selves and commit to 
actions that are relevant to the needs of our neighbors in 
this world in new, relevant, impactful, and effective 
ways. Take this time to pray for inspiration and the 
courage to make your resolution to commit ourselves to 
doing His work in this world for His church. 
 
Sincerely, 
William Rusher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

01 John Hartmann 
04   Geneva Clark 
12   Mary Kay Pumphrey    

 15   Colleen Heitman 
15   Copie Summerson 
19    Bayne Berg 
23    Michael Beiser 
28    Sue Campbell 

 

Mission Matters 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

 

First Christian Church Governance  

Ministries Cabinet, 5:30 pm: Jan 10 

CWF Board, 9:30 am: Jan 12 

General Board, 5:30 pm:  Jan 19 

 

 

 

Book Club 
The Evening Book Club has been reading A 
Christmas Gathering by Anne Perry during 
the holiday season. They will meet Monday, 
January 2, at 6:00 p.m. in the church parlor 
to discuss the mystery novel. 

Blanket Sunday-January 22 

When disasters strike, when temperatures drop, when sidewalks become home, 

Church World Service wants to be there with a blanket to provide warmth. We 

will be collecting an offering for Blanket Sunday on January 22. Your donation of 

$10 will warm the heart and hands of someone in need near and far 

Cold Weather Shelter Meals – through April 15 

Volunteers serve meals at the Housing Navigation Center’s cold weather 

shelter during the winter season. Periodically, FCC signs up to serve a meal. 

If you would like to be added to the list of potential servers, let the office 

know that you would like to join our cold weather shelter crew. 

 

Prison Ministries 

As part of FCC’s efforts to be a Matthew 25 congregation, First Christian 

Church supports two prison ministries. We provide large print and Spanish 

Bibles to the Weld County Jail and Upper Room subscriptions to the Upper 

Room Chaplain’s Ministry. The Chaplain’s Ministry supports military 

chaplains, VA hospital chaplains, and prison chaplains. Our donation to the 

Upper Room was made in honor of all the veterans in our congregation. 

Thank you for your service! 

 

 RN 

Special Offering 
 

Right Here, Right Now Benevolence Fund – January 1 
All $1 bills and checks written to FCC with “RH/RN” in the memo 

line go toward meeting immediate needs within our church family 

or community 

Join the Mission Team! 

If you have a heart for mission and would like to join the Mission Team in 2023, please talk 

to Board Chair Bill Rusher. The needs in our community are great, and the team would 

welcome your help and your passion. 

 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

Hoping everyone had a merry Christmas and 
is ready to start the new year! CWF’s first 
board meeting of 2023 is January 12 at 
9:30am. Group meetings are January 26th at 
9:30am, 1:30pm, and 6:30 pm. 
The afternoon group will host our General 
Meeting on February 2nd at 1:30 pm. As 
always, all women of the church are 
welcome!  
Please join us in the parlor on the fourth 
Thursday of each month! 
 

LaVonne Rogakis and Sandy Beiser 
 

Congratulations! 
Sandy Varley and Ken Spero were married on Friday, 
December 9 in a simple ceremony with family at Pelican Lakes 
in Windsor. Watch for your invitation to their celebration 
open house from 2 to 5 PM on Sunday, January 22 at their 
home in Greeley.  Sandy will keep her name Varley 
professionally and is now Sandy Varley Spero everywhere else.  

                   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=ESV

