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“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me.” John 14:1

Uskudar American Academy in Uskudar, Turkey, is an historic mission school founded by missionaries in
1873 during the Ottoman Empire. Today it is a secular, private school that strives to prepare students
for a rapidly changing multicultural, multilingual, and religiously diverse world. Academic Dean Alison
Stendahl reflects: “Any school is a subset of its surrounding world, where its diverse community members
learn to understand one another even in the face of conflict and disagreement. When a community truly
and sincerely cares for its members, it can be a nurturing place where one should feel safe. Turkey borders
a region caught up in strong social and political forces. The more the region destabilizes, the greater the
effects on Turkey as it braces itself for an influx of refugees. We are particularly aware of how immense
social pressure can eventually focus people on their differences rather than their commonalities.
We focus on those who strive to build bridges of understanding rather than to construct walls of fear.

The academy has one of the most respected Model United Nations conferences where 500 high school students
from various countries come together in a forum to seriously examine the major issues facing this geographic
region. Dedicated to preparing students for an increasingly intertwined and complex world, it has a strong
vision for the future and is also a supportive and caring community. Though the vast number of teachers and
students are Muslim, several are also from Christian and Jewish backgrounds. Together this diverse commu-
nity models how a common vision can give its members energy to strive for a better and more positive future.

We pray for students, who through social service projects do what they can to help those who have
needs beyond their imagining. We pray for teachers who work with the youth, as they explore what it
truly means to be a global citizen in today’s world.

Alison Stendahl serves the Near East Mission in Istanbul.
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Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ

“What does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8



Giggles & Grins

The group formerly known as GIFT (Generally
In-Between Fifty-Five & Twenty) has changed its
name. The group welcomes all congregation
members who enjoy a good time with fun
people. The G & G group will meet for Bunco
on Saturday, October 22, starting at 6:30 p.m.
This get-together will be hosted by Paul & Beth
Warntz. Admission to the games is one paper-
product-type item to be donated to the
Guadalupe Community Center.

The address for the Warntz home is: 2236 45th
Ave. in Greeley. Their phone number is: (970)
330-2318. Babysitting will take place at the church.

In order to plan properly, please use the sign-up
sheet in the south hall to let us know if you're
able to join us.

We plan to meet each month in
various locations until May of 2012.

A Moment With Tim
“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God

that has been given you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Corinthians 1:4

Bessie Bishop often begins her prayers with the words, “God, it is good to be here.” Today that
is my prayer as well. I am thankful for the time of sabbatical I have just finished. I am grateful
for a congregation who understands the importance of study, rest, and renewal. I give thanks
for those who stepped into new roles during my absence, and I give thanks to be back in the
midst of this community.

For me sabbatical was a wonderful time of spiritual, intellectual, and bodily renewal. I return
with renewed enthusiasm, renewed faith, and renewed energy. It included early morning fishing
trips, late night conversations about God and church, and praying and reading at all different
times. It included renewing old friendships, making new friends, learning, and sharing.

As I met with different congregations and different pastors, it became clearer to me that we are
in a good place as a congregation. There are challenges and opportunities for growth before us.
There are processes to help us be a vibrant, fruitful, growing congregation. As I went through
my time and my own personal process, however, I became more and more convinced that
sometimes we complicate matters when they are simple. Simplicity and faithfulness have
become two important words in my vocabulary.

The simplicity that I am speaking of is this:

Seek God. Follow Jesus. Live in Truth. Love.

Allow yourself to be ushered into the Kingdom of God.

As my prayer life was renewed, as I got time to read, as I met with others, as I thought about
what it truly means to follow Jesus, and as I tried to put love into practice, I became a renewed,
loving, changed person. I’m hopeful to continue to be that changed person, and I’m hopeful that
helping to guide others in that process will spread that renewal. God, it is good to be here.
I’m glad to be back.

Bendiciones (Blessings),

~ Thank You ~
Marion Leh and her family want to say
“Thank you” as a church family for the
kindness shown to us during Don’s illness and
with his going to be with the Lord. Your prayers
and the love shown have helped the family
immeasurably. Thank you all so very much.

Christian Women’s Fellowship
Noon Luncheon: October 6th—RSVP on
the sign-up sheet by October 2nd
Program: Presented by Mary Margaret Cox,
executive director of Meals on Wheels
Devotion: Charlotte Kidd

Service Project for October:
Guadalupe Community Center ~

A list of needed items will be posted on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Bring your
items during October and put them in the
CWF Service tub in Fellowship Hall.

We’re off to a great start. See you October 6th.

Radical Weather, Radical Hospitality
The Community Picnic and Music Fest last month took place under skies that shone sunny and hot
before turning windy with sprinkles and eventually becoming much cooler. What a day, what a
turnout! Though the weather changed, the more than 100 attendees stayed the afternoon. All
seemed to enjoy visiting with friends and neighbors while eating the delightful covered dish meal
served by the church Elders. Thank you to those hard workers, as well as the Gospel Trail ensemble,
our own Children’s Choir, and the Praise Band. Thanks to the Shetlers for bringing door prizes and
Ron’s train. The children seemed to enjoy the train and the Bounce House.

A number of our members walked the neighborhood distributing invitations to the picnic. Thanks to
the walkers and to David Haining, Ken Thompson and Susan Neeley for publicity and clerical work. It
was truly a day to celebrate church and celebrate community! ~Hazel Gibson, Outreach Ministry

~ Thank You ~
I want to thank everyone for making
my birthday party so wonderful.

Thank you all and God bless!

Idella Straight

Dear Church Family,

We have been overwhelmed by your many acts
of kindness. Your cards, phone calls, your
stops to see us, and most of all for keeping us
in your prayers. We are truly blessed
and thank you all. God bless.

Jack and Bernie

Walk on the Wild Side
The Life After Fifty-Five (LAFF) Group
will take the church bus to the

Wild Animal Sanctuary in Keenesburg on Thursday,
October 13th. We’ll leave at 9 a.m. and arrive by 10
a.m. for our tour, which coincides with the animals’
feeding time. Cost is $10 per adult. Following our
tour, we’ll head for a fast-food restaurant. Vote be-
tween two restaurant choices when you sign up on the
sheet in the south hall. Questions? See Shirley Miller.

Dear First Christian Church,

I greet you in the Name of Jesus Christ, God’s
compelling story of love made flesh, God’s
compelling story of love that we are called to
share! “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!” Romans 10:15; cf. Isaiah 52:7

I simply write to thank you for the hospitality
you extended to me on Sunday, August 7, and
for giving me the opportunity to share in minis-
try with you. I was blessed by the music, the
sharing, and the fellowship! It is always a sheer
joy to visit with my fellow Disciples in Greeley.

As your Transitional Regional Minister, I continue
to pray for you. As you continue discerning God’s
call for you, I encourage you to evangelize, to
share boldly, yet humbly, that compelling story
of God’s love that gives you life! Share the
Story of Jesus “from your doorsteps to the very
ends of the earth!” Que Dios les bendiga!

Your brother in Christ, José F. Morales Jr.



Pastor Linda’s Ponderings

“It requires an enormous human effort to be
and to stay in the world with its many demands
while keeping our hearts and minds solidly in
God.” Henri Nouwen, Following the Movements of
the Spirit–Spiritual Formation.

As I have spent time pondering what it means to
practice passionate worship and intentional faith
development, I have realized that what Nouwen says
is true. In fact Nouwen goes on to say that, as we
practice various types of disciplines, they should
provide us freedom as well as boundaries. We need
boundaries in order to make space for God. Otherwise,
Nouwen says, our lives become narrow, we see and
hear less, and we become one-dimensional people.

It seems like everything and everyone around us
wants us to fill up every bit of space in our lives so we
become occupied—as well as preoccupied—people.
When we allow this to happen, it becomes difficult to
focus on God—to make space for God. I share this
with you for two reasons. First, I am asking you to
begin to examine your own life and to pay attention
to times when you feel you have no space for God;
then begin to make that space for God by setting
boundaries. It’s okay to say “no” so that you can
make space for God.

The second reason I bring this up is on behalf of
Pastor Tim and myself. It takes a lot of prayer,
energy, thought and time to enter into and lead
worship. It requires making space for God, which
means setting boundaries. So, what we would like to
share with you all is this—we desire to bring our very
best to worship each and every week. In order to do
that we would like to ask that you use our office
hours during the week to conduct church business.
If you have an emergency or question concerning
worship that morning—or a prayer request—then
please share those concerns and questions with us,
otherwise we ask that you wait until Monday.

I realize that in sharing this with you all it may bring
up questions or concerns; some of you may be
wondering, “What if I think about what I need

Tennyson Center
Needs for October

Deodorant

Toilet Paper

Cough Drops

Clorox Wipes

Liquid Hand Soap

Shampoo/Conditioner

Kleenex—regular size

Snow Scrapers/Brushes

Church Financial Update
Budgeted Income Year to Date $178,291.04

Actual Income as of 8/31/11 $166,660.84

Budgeted Expense Year to Date $178,291.04

Actual Expense as of 8/31/11 $166,705.01

Ponderings, continued

to ask you right then?” Maybe some of
you are feeling like the only opportunity
to speak with us is on Sunday mornings,
or maybe some of you feel disappointed
that we have asked you to wait. Please
know that our doors are always open. I
believe that through personal
conversations we will be able to discover
ways in which we can honor one
another’s time and also make space for
God on Sunday mornings!

Baby Congratulations
Congratulations to Jim and Susan Luecht
on the birth of their great granddaughter,
Samantha Louise Hein, 8 lbs, 19 3/4”.
Samantha was born September 2 and joins

brother Breyman, mother
Hannah, and father Brandon.
Congratulations to all!

~ Youth News ~

Mother Teresa’s primary goal was not to better the lot of the poor, not to alleviate the
suffering of the sick, not even to save lives. Rather, her goal was to recover the image of
God in people. For this work her primary tool was not food, clothing, money, or orphan-
ages, but God’s love. “It’s not how much you do that counts,” she said, “but how much
love is in what we do.” ~Mike Mason in Practicing the Presence of People.

As we explore God’s crazy and amazing love for us, we will also discover ways we can
share that same love with others. What I hope is that we will practice acts of love with
one another and with those in our community. We will have two opportunities to practice
love this month! One way is by participating in the retreat we are planning for our CYF
and Chi Rho youth. I encourage all of you to set aside time to join us on this retreat. This
will be our time together to form bonds, to learn, to relax, to have fun, and to practice the
presence of being together and sharing God’s love. We will examine how we experience
God’s love in our daily lives.

The other opportunity consists of going out and sharing God’s love with others as we host
a Halloween party for the children at the Greeley Transitional House. We will share God’s
love as we play games, interact, and get to know others. Both events will help us to
recover the image of God in all people—those we know and those we have yet to meet!

October 2011 Events

2nd 4:30-6:30 pm – Crazy Love series, plus fellowship, fun and food!

9th 4:30-6:30 pm – Crazy Love series, plus fellowship, fun and food!

16th 4:30-6:30 pm – Juniors and CYF regular youth group, Chi Rho will meet
at the church at 3:30 pm to serve dinner at the Guadalupe Center.

Friday 21st and Sat 22nd – Regional Fall Retreat for CYF and Chi Rho. We will leave Friday
morning (there is no school that day) and return Saturday around 3 p.m. Please be
watching for more details!

23rd 4:30-6:30 pm – Juniors regular youth group. No youth group for CYF and Chi Rho.

30th 4:30- 6:30 pm – Juniors/Chi Rho youth group at FCC. CYF to host
Halloween Party at the Greeley Transitional House.

Fresh Paint!
Thank you to the Loschen & Harding families for devoting
a recent Saturday to painting the Education Wing
hallway. And thank you to Carl England, Gary
Ikenouye & Kevin King for prep work. It looks great!

Guitar Concert in Loveland
Sunday, October 9, at 7 p.m. See the
poster on the main bulletin board for
details. If you enjoy Ken Thompson’s
music, you’ll like this. See Ken.



Wednesday Night Fellowship Begins October 5th

By popular demand and in keeping with our challenges of Radical Hospitality and Intentional Faith
Development, Wednesday Night Fellowship is back. We will begin on Wednesday, October 5th, at
6:00 p.m. and meet for six weeks. Dinner is from 6:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m., and we ask you to bring
something associated with the weekly theme (Mexican Night, Italian Night, etc.).

From 6:30-7:30 we will provide five small group options:

Pastor Linda will be leading a small group for those who would like to discuss and participate in
Spiritual Formation. This small group study will be based on the book Following the Movements
of the Spirit—Spiritual Formation by Henri Nouwen. Nouwen says, "Spiritual Formation is not about
steps or stages on the way to perfection. It's about the movements from the mind to the heart
through prayer in its many forms that reunite us with God, each other, and our truest selves." This is
an opportunity to intentionally seek God in the midst of our busy lives. This is an inter-generational
group for those 5th grade and up. This group will meet in the Prayer Chapel (across from the Chapel).

Caren Renee Haining will lead a small group, Courtesy Card Crafting. Each Wednesday night
there will be a different theme which follows our book study—the last night will be a chance to make
up any Wednesday that you might have missed and for a time of closure. This small group will be an
opportunity to seek God in the midst of community as we use our hands to make cards for
others. This is an inter-generational group for those 4th grade and up and will meet in the Art Room.

George Hypes is gathering some of the Talents & Gifts of our congregation and will have different
presenters each night. The subjects include Astronomy; Hand Bells; Music Night; Embroidery,
Painting & Vases; Searching the Internet: and Remembering our Veterans Part 2. This group will meet
in the parlor. All ages are invited.

Pastor Tim will be leading a Disciple New Testament Bible Study. The in-depth conversation
will involve seminary professors through the magic of video, Biblical authors through the wonder of
scripture, and the important insights from the participants in the class. Sixth grade and up could
benefit from this study. This group will meet in the library.

Children and youth (five and up) will gather together as a small group as Lisa Wolsey leads the kids in
various fun activities. And we will have Child Care in the nursery for those four and under.

Check out the WNF bulletin board outside Fellowship Hall for information and sign-ups. You won’t
want to miss this time of learning, fellowship, and good food.

Elder’s Message
The Elders have been studying the book “Messy
Spirituality” by Michael Yaconelli. In one of the
chapters of that book it was stated that, in this
present day in many areas, Christians are
considered rather odd. I grew up on a farm in
Thayer County, Nebraska, near the county seat
town of Hebron. First Christian Church, Disciples of
Christ, was the first church to be established in that
county in 1869. In that town of less than 2,000
population, there were also four other churches:
Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Catholic.
There were ten other smaller towns in the
county—each with two or three churches. At least
three of those other towns also had a Disciples
church. There were also a few country churches in
the county. In that area you were more likely to
be considered odd if you were not a Christian.

In my hungrier days in business with three kids in
college, there were hardly enough hours in the day
to work to make ends meet. If I could have gotten
a sales appointment on a holiday, I would have
probably taken it. I remember making an evening
appointment one time on Maundy Thursday with a
nice Lutheran couple in Nebraska who were clients.
When I got there he mentioned that if it had not
been for my appointment that evening, they would
have been in church. I apologized for the oversight
and told him that we had become rather lax in
church attendance. I went on to say that in earlier
times, the church in most areas seemed to be the
social center of the community, but now there were
many other activities competing for everyone’s time.

In the course of visiting with them, we were talking
about how times had changed from the days of
leaving the house unlocked and leaving the keys in
the car, and how you certainly couldn’t trust people
like that anymore. I said that I didn’t know just
when that all started to change. His reply was,
“Probably about the time that the church quit being
the social center of the community.“

Perhaps our churches today need to be more visible
in the community.

~Bob Corliss, Elder

FCC Men’s Group
The FCC Christian Men’s Fellowship is a
group of guys associated with the church
who get together to share in fellowship
and ministry together and to give sup-
port to one another. We have an open
invitation to anyone who would like to
join us. We will meet from 8-9 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall on October 8th for breakfast
and a short meeting. Invite a friend,
neighbor, or church member to join you.

Capital Improvement Update
This spring the congregation approved Phase I
(Evaluation of Need) of the investigation to
improve our facilities and to move on to
Phase II—Design and Scoping. The Capital
Improvement Committee has now met with
three architects and has issued a formal
request for a proposal to get bids on
conceptual designs for the improvements.

The bids should be in around the first part
of October, and we hope to finalize
negotiations with a firm during the first part
of December. We hope the architectural
design work can be completed by the end of
February, and the committee will be able to
solicit feedback from the congregation and
provide an overall recommendation for
Phase II within a few months after.

At the end of Phase II, the congregation will
understand the scope of the project(s) that
we want to undertake along with having a
preliminary financing plan. A congregational
vote will take place to approve the Phase II
plans and commit to moving to Phase III,
which would be to select a contractor(s),
complete architectural designs, and kick off
the financing of the project. I would like to
thank the others on the committee for their
hard work in getting us to where we are–
Carla Ikenouye, Bill Kehl, Jodi Hartmann, Jim
Prichard, and Tim Bobbitt. Please feel free to
contact any of us if you have any questions.

David Haining – Chair

The FCC Crafting Crowd will continue
to study paper crafting by making Paper
Bag Albums on Tuesday, October 11. Each
participant will take home a mini photo
album. Choose between the 10 a.m. or
6:30 p.m. groups. Tools, supplies, and
training will be provided by Caren Renee
Haining. Please sign up in the south hall.

Book Club to Meet Tuesday, October 4th
This month finds the FCC Book Club reading The Shack by
William P. Young. This remarkable piece of theological
fiction revolves around Mack Philips, a father whose young
daughter was brutally murdered in an abandoned shack
while the family was on a camping trip. After four years of
living in what Mack calls his "Great Sadness," he receives a
note, apparently from God, inviting him to return to the
shack to spend a weekend with the Holy Trinity. We will
meet to discuss this novel on Tuesday, October 4th, at
6:00 p.m. in the church parlor.



October 2 October 9 October 16 October 23 October 30

8:15 Chapel

Elder Jayne Hays Jayne Hays Lena Morris Carol Smith Diane Doyle

Diaconate Sandy Beiser Sandy Beiser Veronica Thomas Veronica Thomas Veronica Thomas

Worship Leader Jim Lueking Gerre Tjardes Jim Prichard Gretchen Howland Ray White

Song Leader Caren Renee Haining Tessa Johnson Gretchen Howland Tessa Johnson TBA

Pianist Jodi Hartmann Gretchen Howland Nancy Kurtz Nita White Gretchen Howland

10:30 Sanctuary

Elder: North Lena Morris Connie Davis Tom Rainbolt Jayne Hays Lena Morris

Elder: South Connie Davis Nita White Jayne Hays Lena Morris Connie Davis

Worship Leader Kris King Jayne Hays Roger Harbert LaVonne Rogakis Verna Recor

Song Leader Rich Recor Praise Band Connie Davis Gerre Tjardes TBA

Children’s Moment Erika Hartmann Kris King Rev. Linda Harding Rev. Linda Harding Connie Harbert

Sound Operator TBA Bruce Waldo Caren R. Haining Gary Ikenouye Ken Thompson

Diaconate Cambrie Bishop ± Cambrie Bishop ■ Cambrie Bishop ¬ Cambrie Bishop ▲ Cambrie Bishop ±

Tessa Johnson ± Tessa Johnson ■ Tessa Johnson ¬ Tessa Johnson ▲ Tessa Johnson ±

Please have Darron Berg ▲ Darron Berg ± Darron Berg ■ Darron Berg ¬ Darron Berg ▲

communion Debbie Berg ▲ Debbie Berg ± Debbie Berg ■ Debbie Berg ¬ Debbie Berg ▲

Ready by Ron Shetler ¬ Ron Shetler ▲ Ron Shetler ± Ron Shetler ■ Ron Shetler ¬

10:00 a.m. Charlotte Shetler ¬ Char. Shetler ▲ Charlotte Shetler ± Charlotte Shetler ■ Charlotte Shetler ¬

Lauryn Waldo ■ Lauryn Waldo ¬ Lauryn Waldo ▲ Lauryn Waldo ± Lauryn Waldo ■

Marilyn Lesser ■ Marilyn Lesser ¬ Marilyn Lesser ▲ Marilyn Lesser± Marilyn Lesser ■

Van Driver Jim Ploegstra Gary Ikenouye Paul Warntz Fred Tjardes TBA

Greeters Jim & Susan Luecht
Ron/Charlotte Shetler
Carl & Carolyn

England

The Heatherlys
The White Family
Darron & Debbie

Berg

Julie Hoskins
Norma Basey
Marie Caster

Marilyn Lesser
Kathleen Davis
Betty Jensen

Helen Stolte
LaVonne Rogakis
Joyce and Sam

McMichael

Coffee Hour Host The Whites Norma Basey Volunteer Needed Marilyn Lesser Ikenouye/Johnson

Children’s Church Michelle Gray Pachi Stanley Pachi Stanley Jodi Bobbitt Lynne Waldo

Ashley Wickman Daniel R, Andrew B Josh Bobbitt, TBA TBA Emilee Wolsey

Acolytes Baylee B, Emilee P Nathan B, David K Weston & Becky B Austin L, Hunter E Pyper E, Amy H

1 Patty Endres 9 Brandie Meisner 18 Kris King 21 Ian Galindo

2 Evie Kehl 10 Norma Basey 18 Riley Schneider 24 Josh Veik

2 Veronica Thomas 14 Clarence Clark 19 Blake Edmunds 25 Taylor White

4 Tom Miller 14 Don Fry 19 Lauren Sinnwell 27 Aurelia Brieanne Reed

7 Randy Bishop 14 David King 20 Chris Hartmann 29 Chris Coon

Extravagant Generosity
Extravagant Generosity is the fifth “fruit” from “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” which First
Christian Church has been studying. This fall we will continue learning about Extravagant Generosity
through a church-wide emphasis as part of our Stewardship Ministry. Look for mailings that will be sent
in October outlining the program and asking that you respond to a question and return it to the church the
following Sunday. To save expenses, we will be asking those who are here on specific Sunday mornings to
pick up their letters. Those letters that are not picked up will then be mailed out on the following
Monday. This program has great promise in helping us become better stewards of God’s resources.

“If you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it, but turn a
cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears. And you made it
disappear. My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only way
we’ll know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality.” -- 1 John 3:17-19, The Message

Confessions
I must confess. We got behind in our pledged giving to the church this summer. There were some
trips and missed Sundays that threw things off. I thought she had given, she thought I had given, plus I
am sure many other very noble excuses. Then, we ran out of checks and had to wait months (ok, I
am stretching it here) to get new ones. This is kind of embarrassing, being the stewardship chair, but I
guess it happens to a lot of us, as is evident in how money is coming in against the pledges we all have
submitted. We finally got our new checks and have caught back up to our pledge. Will you join us?

~David Haining, Stewardship Chair

Servers for the Month of October

KEY: Preparation = ± Clean Up Sanctuary = ▲ No Extra Duties = ¬ Clean Up Communion = ■

If you are unable to serve on your designated Sunday, please make arrangements for
a replacement. Please notify your team leader and the church of any changes.

Risk-Taking Mission: FCC Campout at Mountain Park
You, too, could join the nearly 30 campers in our group if . . .
. . . you’re willing to take your chances on a room with a view (a campsite near the river).

. . . you’re willing to be flexible at mealtime. Overheard: “I’m not a burrito person, so I’m filling up on fruit.”

. . . you’re able to eat non-healthy treats, such as marshmallows. Some like them black, some not. Most
eat them around the campfire with chocolate and grahams and maybe a little soot mixed in.
. . . you can handle moderate hiking. “The trail is nearly straight up and quite rocky, but we went part way.”
. . . you love an early morning in the great outdoors. “Hot coffee, a campfire, and 32 degrees. Perfect!”

. . . you can survive a weekend in the company of hikers, fishers, readers, cookers, talkers & kids having fun.

Mark your calendar now for a Labor Day weekend of risk-taking in the great Colorado outdoors! ~Hazel G.

Does FCC know your birth date? Don’t be shy! Please share it with us at 352-1292.


