
Medical Mission Trip to Venezuela

Our regional church, in partnership with the
Rocky Mountain Synod of the United
Church of Christ, is planning a medical
mission to Venezuela in September.

The mission is in need of translators
(Spanish), medical personnel and other vol-
unteers (non-medical). If you’re interested,
learn more by calling Barbara Hanst at
Boulder’s First Congregational Church
(303/443-1397).
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Striving for Peace

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. Matthew 5: 9

Kingston, Jamaica, was the host city for the World Council of Churches' (WCC) International Ecu-
menical Peace Convocation in May. The theme was "Glory to God and Peace on Earth." It was the
culmination of the WCC's Decade to Overcome Violence, which has sought to network and bring
attention to the peacemaking initiatives of its various member churches. More than 2,000 participated.

The convocation leaders took time to recognize the work done during the decade to overcome
violence, and also invited churches to “renew their commitment to nonviolence, peace and just
peace,” through a variety of events including the planting of peace trees, a peace Sunday and a peace
concert in Kingston.

Churches around the world joined convocation participants in prayers, special events and worship
services including the use of a Caribbean prayer for peace, which was translated into more than 20
languages, and singing the convocation theme song, “Glory to God, Peace on Earth,” written by
Jamaican musician Grub Cooper.

A series of consultations on a variety of peace and reconciliation-related topics took place in the
years prior to the convocation, which built significant momentum. One group travelled to the United
States last fall to dialogue about gun violence. Another group met with Kenyans struggling with post-
election violence. The Rev. Dr. Jayasiri Peiris, general secretary of the National Christian Council
of Sri Lanka said the consultation visits represented the church striving "to be the living body of
Christ.”

The International Ecumenical Peace Convocation participants heard many stories of transformative
peace efforts, but also honestly studied where differences and suffering still exist. The
convocation became a milestone in ecumenical deliberations on peace and justice.

Today we pray that each one of us will be peacemakers in our world.
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General Assembly in Nashville

Our Disciples family will gather in Nashville for its
biennial family reunion on July 9-13. In addition to
great worship (with thousands sharing in com-
munion and song) and amazing workshops, learning
experiences and a huge book/church supply store,
speakers will include Fred Craddock, Brian
McLaren, Marian Wright Edelman, Holly McKissick
and more. Drop by the church office for registra-
tion forms and hotel information, or go to
www.disciples.org/ga.

And the
government

will rest on His
shoulders. . . .



A Moment With Tim
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.” Colossians 4:2

As I write to you, my sabbatical has just started, but it is off to a busy start. I write to you from
St. Louis, where I am visiting Union Avenue Christian Church and the programs with whom they
work. I have served in a soup kitchen, been in a teen shelter, and visited with Kayla Highley,
whom many of you know. I was also able to spend some time in Kansas City visiting with a
couple of churches there. My hope in visiting these congregations is to bring some fresh ideas
back to our congregation.

I have also started reading some books. One of the interesting quotes I have found so far comes
from Antoine de Saint-Exupery: “If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up the men to gather
wood, divide the work, and give orders. Instead, teach them to yearn for the vast and
endless sea.”

Sometimes we are more worried about the way we go about doing ministry than the why. As I
research other congregations, I am interested in what they do and how they do it. My greatest
interest, however, is why they do what they do. What is the history behind their current
ministry?

As I research, pray, and at some point find some time for rest, I am asking why questions.
I encourage you to ask why questions as well. Why do we do church the way we do? Why does
it matter?

I ask for your prayers in this time. Please pray for vision and understanding. Pray for safe travels
for my family and me. Pray for a renewed sense of feeling God’s Spirit.

Know that I will be praying for you as well. I pray for our ongoing ministry. I pray for the
sabbatical team, Pastor Linda, and other leaders in the church. I pray for those in the church
family, those who visit, and those who are touched by our ministries. I pray for a renewed sense
of feeling God’s spirit for each of you.

Take some time to pray, dream, question, and seek God’s vision.

I look forward to seeing you in September.

Bendiciones (Blessings),

CRMR Women’s Conference
The Women’s Renewal Conference of the
Central Rocky Mountain Region will be held
September 16-18 in Colorado Springs at the
Glen Eyrie Conference Center. Registration
deadline: July1st. CWF will contribute $75
toward your registration fees even if you are
not a CWF member! If you would like more
information, please speak with Judi or go to
www.centralrockymountaindisciples.org.

Book Club Meets July 6
The FCC Book Club will meet at Lynn
Teixeira's house (2106 40th Avenue) on
Wednesday, June 29, at 6:00 p.m. to watch the
movie, Waiting for "Superman." We are

currently reading The Art of Racing
in the Rain by Garth Stein and will
meet at Connie Harbert's (4260

West 14th Street Drive.) to discuss the
book on July 6 at 6:00 pm.

Thank You!
Thank you everyone for the calls, cards, and above
all, for the prayers during my hospital stay.

Marie Caster

Rockies Faith Day
See the Rockies play the LA Dodgers, then stay
for a concert on Sunday, August 21. There are
25 tickets available—first come, first served.
Please see the sign-up sheet outside Fellowship
Hall. The dead-line to sign up is July 24. To get
your tickets, see Charlotte Shetler.

Out-to-Lunch Bunch
We will be going out to lunch at the
Golden Corral after church on Sunday,
July 10. All are welcome to join us!
We’ll meet at 11:30. If you have any
questions, please speak with Charlotte
Shetler.

Coffee Hour Cookies
Cookies!!! We are inviting congregation
members, if you wish, to bring a box or container
of cookies that we can keep in the freezer for
our Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings. Our hope
is that we can keep an extra supply on hand to
cover times when no one signs up to host.

“Coffee Hour” labels are provided for you in the
kitchen; please attach them to each container of
cookies. Please also write down the date they
were purchased. Thanks!

Vacation Bible School
THANK YOU to every one who had any part
of Vacation Bible School this year. It was a very
successful VBS and would not have happened
without each of you! We had 35 children
attend, many from outside our immediate
worship community. A large number of our
teenage youth and their friends also helped, for
which we are so grateful. We had an exciting
week learning about Peace in Israel from Linda
Cowan (Heart of the Rockies Christian Church,
Fort Collins), Love in Kenya from Asad Abdi
(East Africa Community of Colorado), Friend-
ship in Japan from Carol Smith (FCC Greeley),
Joy in Venezuela from Rachel Nelson (FCC
Loveland), and Faith in Greeley, Colorado, from
Verna Recor (FCC Greeley; Guadalupe Center).

The 4th & 5th graders were able to take a field
trip to the Guadalupe Center and see the
wonderful work that happens there to support
those in our very own community who have
encountered hard times. Our offering totaled $88.75
and will be donated to the Guadalupe Center.

FCC Crafting Crowd
Make plans now to join the First Christian
Church Crafting Crowd (FCCCC for short) as we
continue to "catch up" in July. Whether or not
you've joined us before, you are welcome to
join us at 10 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. on July 20 in the
"Art Room" in the Education Wing of the church.

Our group, led by the self-named Commander
Caren Renee Haining, will revisit the projects
engaged in during the first half of the year. The
topics for July are: "Tumbled Tile Coasters" &
"Jewelry Making.” If you missed either of these
sessions or want to make more of these items,
this is your chance to revisit these areas.

Tools, equipment, supplies and training will be
provided. In order for the Commander to
prepare properly, please sign up using the sign-
up sheet in the south hall. If you need more
information, contact Caren Renee at 353-7613.
Her e-mail address is:

thehainings@comcast.net.

L.A.F.F. Group Ice Cream Social
Time: 6 p.m. Saturday, July 23. Place: Tom &
Shirley Miller’s. Bring: Cookies & brownies.

Toppings and beverages will be provided.



Pastor Linda’s Ponderings
“Heaven and Earth were finished, down to the last
detail. By the seventh day God had finished his
work. On the seventh day he ceased from all his
work. God blessed the seventh day. He made it a
Holy Day because on that day he ceased from his
work, all the creating God had done. This is the
story of how it all started, of Heaven and Earth
when they were created.” Genesis 2:1-4

It all started in the beginning, God from the very
beginning created a Sabbath day, a day where we could
have the opportunity to cease from our daily activities
and intentionally seek God. The word Sabbath means
to cease. That is why we have worship each Sunday.
Sunday is our day to cease our regular activities and to
spend time with others in worship of our Creator.
Throughout the Bible you see this idea of Sabbath over
and over again. The book of Exodus is about Sabbath,
each time Moses approaches Pharaoh he says to him
this basic premise, ‘Let my people go so that they may
worship God,’ Exodus 4:23, 5:1, 7:16. God liberates
the people from oppression so that they will be free to
worship God. As we move through the Bible we
discover a funny thing that happens along the way. The
people have made so many laws about the Sabbath, the
day of worship, that now it has turned into a system of
regulations to follow rather than a way of life.

Jesus is criticized for healing a person on the Sabbath
and Jesus tells the people – “The Sabbath was made for
humankind, not humankind for the Sabbath… .” Mark
2:27. Jesus is pointing the people back to the beginning
to remind them that God intends for us to set aside
time to intentionally seek God out! This is a way of life
for us to follow, it is meant to be an act that brings
about health, wholeness and renewal! Sometimes we
are like the Pharisees asking, “What does the Sabbath
prevent?” But rather we should ask, “What does
Sabbath allow?” The answer to that question is:
Sabbath allows us rest, renewal and delight. We are
able to reconnect to God and to others, we are able to
build relationships with one another. We need more
Sabbath keeping in order to learn more thoroughly who
God is and the kind of character God wants to develop
in us. Without Sabbath we are back in Egypt; we are
slaves to our work. Sabbath can return us to the place
where we can be addressed–it’s a recovery of our souls.

Youth News for June

By the time you read this, many of our youth and a few adults have had the opportunity to

experience camp and are now preparing for the mission trips this summer! One of the things I

love about camp is all the songs that we sing, both silly and spiritual.

One of my favorites is “In the Secret, in the Quiet Place.”

The words of the chorus are:

“I want to know you, I want to hear your voice,

I want to know you more, I want to touch you,

I want to see your face, I want to know you more.”

The reason I love this song is because it conveys what my heart longs for, and it’s not so much

that I want to gain knowledge about God as much as I want to experience God. We experience

God through nature as we are at camp, we experience God through music and song as notes

come together in harmony, and we experience God through words – words that sometimes only

our heart can understand their meaning. My prayer is that through our time at camp and

mission trip you will experience God, that you will hear his voice speak to you, and that you

will see his face as you interact with and experience others!

JULY EVENTS:

CYF Mission Trip to Fort Worth, Texas – July 23rd – July 30th.

Chi Rho Mission Trip to Alamosa, Colorado – July 31st – August 6th.

Navajo Work Trip 2011
Plan now for our mission trip to the
Navajo Nation on September 21-25.

You will create connections with fellow
workers from many churches, along
with some of the Navajo people. You
will also enjoy the opportunity to
respond to your calling as a servant of
God who knows that Jesus calls us to
love our neighbors as ourselves. You
can provide improved housing and
personal caring for people who need a
lift of love and friendship.

Registration forms are available in
the hallway outside of Fellowship Hall.
Talk with Connie Harbert for details.

Christian Men’s Fellowship
The CMF group will meet on Saturday,
July 9, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All men from the church,
neighbors, friends, and relatives are in-
vited to attend. It is a great way for
someone to more informally get to
know our church. Current plans are to
have breakfast, fellowship, and a program.

Tennyson Center Needs for July

Chapstick
Shampoo
Deodorant
Water Balloons
Latex-Free Gloves
Ziploc Bags (all sizes)
Kleenex (regular size)
Sunscreen (SPF 40 & above)

Church Financial Update
Budgeted Income Year to Date $111,431.90
Actual Income as of 5/31/11 $105,680.80

Budgeted Expense Year to Date $111,431.90
Actual Expense as of 5/31/11 $106,007.61

VBS Gift to Guadalupe Center $88.85
Yard Sale (Youth Mission Trip) $1,244.39
Baby Bottles thru 6/20/11 $1,275.97

Sharing & good deeds result in vibrant, healthy life–in our personal lives and in our church!

Last month, I discussed a series called “Extravagant Generosity” by Michael Reeves & Jennifer
Tyler. This series takes a different approach to the understanding of stewardship and encour-
ages us to think about being generous, not just generous, but having extravagant generosity. In
some of their materials, they state that giving helps us become what God wants us to be! God
uses our generosity to reconfigure our interior lives, to create us anew, and to foster in us “the
mind that was in Christ Jesus. “ We, as a congregation, have a responsibility to think deeply,
prepare thoroughly, act wisely, and teach courageously about the relationship between faith and
money. How does our giving affect our relationship to God? How does our relationship to
God affect our giving? How does being a follower of Jesus shape all our behaviors concerning
money- how it is earned, spent, saved, and offered to God? These are questions that I would
encourage each of you to reflect on during a time of prayer. Seek the Lord’s guidance in how
you are being called to distribute His assets through you – both in terms of money and time.
The church will engage in a series of studies later this year to reflect on these and other
important questions and I would encourage you to consider participating in these studies.



Elder’s Message
Following up with the Elder’s Message from Jim
Prichard last month, we would all agree that
there are many tasks to be accomplished at First
Christian Church. Increasing our attendance and
membership would be one. An active
community church is a growing church. Where
are we missing out in being an active community
church? We need to open our church doors to
more groups and be more inviting by hosting
groups that would be of interest and help to
outsiders so they know who we are and what we
are about.

I was the Scout Master here for several years and
brought several families into the church whose
boys were in troop. This is the type of outreach
we need to again revitalize our church. What
are you willing to do to begin and support a
group that would be of interest to the
community? This fall it would be great to see
our monthly calendar full with all kinds of groups
and activities happening in this building. We
certainly have the room to do it! Let’s make it
happen! ~Roger Harbert, Elder

Labor Day Campout Plans
Mark your calendar now and sign up on
the Camping Sheet posted on the bulletin
board near Fellowship Hall. We have made
reservations for Mountain Park Campground,
21 miles west of Highway 287 on Highway
14. It's situated amid ponderosa pines along
the south shore of the Cache La Poudre River.

The group camping area will accommodate
tents and RVs. Volleyball & basketball courts
and horseshoe pits are available. There is
even an enclosed building we will use for
cooking/eating.

If we have 10 families it will cost each family
about $34 for three nights. We can check in
Friday, September 2nd, at 2:00 p.m. and stay
until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, September 5th.

Hazel and Bob Gibson and Carl and Carolyn
England will be FCC camp hosts this
year. Please contact them if you
have further questions. Campers
will meet later this summer to
make plans for this traditional
camping event.

Sabbatical FAQs
Here are some frequently asked questions regarding
Pastor Tim's Sabbatical. In order to improve the
communication between the congregation and the
Sabbatical team, we would like to share them with you.

Q: What exactly is a sabbatical leave?
A: A sabbatical is a specific period of time granted to
a minister for concentrated focus on professional and
spiritual renewal and calling. It is a gift the congrega-
tion chose to give to the pastor(s) in recognition of
faithful ministry over an extended period of time.

Q: Are sabbatical leaves of absence a “new thing”
church pastors are doing these days?
A: No. Traditionally, a pastoral sabbatical leave of
absence is taken after every 5-7 years of serving in the
ministry of a church. The concept of sabbatical is
deeply and unquestionably rooted in Scripture. The
term is derived from the Old Testament idea of
“rest.” Sabbath is the Hebrew word for rest. God
created the world in six days and rested on the
seventh (Genesis 2:1-3).

Q: Is Pastor Tim earning a salary while he is on
sabbatical leave?
A: Yes. While a pastor is on sabbatical leave, he or
she will earn their full salary and benefits, plus
expenses. As it is written into Pastor Tim’s contract,
he is to take a sabbatical leave every five years. All
details of Pastor Tim’s sabbatical are found, and can be
reviewed by any church member in either, Tim's
contract, the church by-laws, yearly budget, or in the
employee handbook.

Q: Is it true Pastor Tim asked the church to pay his
expenses?
A: No. The Church Board has known for some time
that Pastor Tim was to take a Sabbatical leave. Sab-
batical expenses were never budgeted for until this
year. The next planned Sabbatical leave Pastor Tim
takes will be budgeted for in every year’s proposed
budget.

Q: Is Pastor Tim’s sabbatical just a vacation?
A: No. Pastor Tim’s sabbatical is not a vacation or
personal leave. Rather it is a time for creative and
intentional meditation, reflection, study and “going
deeper with God.”

Q: What does the church receive in
return?
A: An important result of a sabbatical
leave is spiritual renewal for the pastor. He
returns to the church congregation with
renewed focus and energy to fulfill God’s
calling.
Q: Is Pastor Tim going to look for
other employment opportunities
while he is away?
A: No. As promised by both Pastor Tim
and the church congregation in the Sab-
batical Covenant, neither the church, nor
Pastor Tim, can make a change in employ-
ment status for at least a year after his
return.

Q: Is it really that critical that our
pastor(s) take a sabbatical leave?
A: Yes. The increasing pressures and
demands of ministry today prove to put
immense responsibilities on church pas-
tors and it can take a huge toll on their
ministry. When pastors run out of steam,
they generally do one of the following
things: they move to another church;
they find another occupation; they get
sick; or they even shutdown. The time
for a Sabbatical is not when the church
board realizes their pastor needs one, it’s
before! A Sabbatical is simply a strategi-
cally calculated and planned respite from
one’s normal duties to rest, rejuvenate
one’s health and vitality, in order to
regain spiritual perspective and renew
passion. The scriptures tell us of how
Jesus reflected upon his’ own ministry and
appreciation for the demands of ministry.
The demands upon Him were so great
that his own ministry was disrupted with
times of removal for prayer and spiritual
seclusion (Matthew 14:23; Luke 5:16).

Book Study for the Entire Congregation

On August 15th our entire congregation is invited to join together for a book study on Five Practices
of Fruitful Congregations – Cultivating Fruitfulness through Prayer and Practice by Robert Schnase.
This is a great opportunity for our congregation to grow together and be united in one common
goal. Each family will receive a book that they may share; we are encouraging our youth and kids to
read and participate in this study as well. The books will be available for pick up on Sunday, August
7th and 14th. Each week we will examine and consider a different topic with a short daily reading. At
the end of the week the sermon will focus on that particular topic. Please note that Pastor Tim and
his family will also be reading this book while they are on Sabbatical. Pastor Linda will preach on the
first three topics, and Pastor Tim will preach on the last two topics.

So what are the topics, you ask? Great question! Radical Hospitality. Passionate Worship.
Intentional Faith Development. Risk-Taking Mission and Service. Extravagant Generosity. People
are searching for a church shaped and sustained by these qualities. The presence and strength of
these five practices demonstrate congregational health, vitality and fruitfulness. By repeating and
improving these practices, churches fulfill their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Our hope is that this study will shape the ways we approach, think and practice our areas of ministry
and personal discipleship; to deepen, amend, use and extend them into our community so that we
are better able to live out the Great Commandment and Great Commission: To love God and to
love others and to share the Good News. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Linda.



Servers for the Month of July

If you are unable to serve on your designated Sunday, please make arrangements for
a replacement. Please notify your team leader and the church of any changes.

1 Keaton Hartmann 10 Paul Warntz 18 Taylor Gray 21 Dani Malcom

4 Zayden Reed 11 Marie Caster 18 Lynette Scheid 24 Vicki Sears

5 Karena Malcom 13 Florence Benton 19 Marv Jensen 26 Lynde Reed

8 Diane Doyle 13 Joleen Veik 19 Tom Rainbolt 27 Connie Harbert

9 Shelby Fields 14 Daniel Recor 20 Glenda Diltz-Samuelson 30 Beth Harding

10 Joyce McMichael 17 Jimmie Wolfrum 21 George Hypes 31 Miguel Ramirez

July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24. 31 July 31

10:30

Diane Doyle Connie Davis TBA Roger Harbert Jayne Hays

Connie Davis TBA Roger Harbert Lena Morris Roger Harbert

Cambrie Bishop±   Cambrie Bishop■  Cambrie Bishop¬   Cambrie Bishop▲ Cambrie Bishop ±

Tessa Johnson ±   Tessa Johnson■   Tessa Johnson¬   Tessa Johnson▲   Tessa Johnson ±

Darron Berg▲       Darron Berg±         Darron Berg■        Darron Berg¬          Darron Berg ▲ 

Debbie Berg▲       Debbie Berg±        Debbie Berg■        Debbie Berg¬         Debbie Berg▲  

Ron Shetler¬          Ron Shetler▲        Ron Shetler± Ron Shetler■ Ron Shetler¬

Char. Shetler ¬       Char. Shetler▲     Char. Shetler± Char. Shetler■ Charlotte Shetler¬

Lauryn Waldo■      Lauryn Waldo¬       Lauryn Waldo▲     Lauryn Waldo± Lauryn Waldo■

Marilyn Lesser■     Marilyn Lesser¬      Marilyn Lesser▲   Marilyn Lesser± Marilyn Lesser■

Gretchen Howland Jodi Hartmann Connie Harbert Sam McMichael Von Prichard

Rich Recor Bill Kehl Connie Davis Gerre Tjardes TBA

Katelyn Waldo Bruce Waldo C. R. Haining Gary Ikenouye Ken Thompson

Jim Ploegstra Gary Ikenouye Paul Warntz Fred Tjardes TBA

J./S. Luecht The Heatherlys Julie Hoskins Marilyn Lesser Helen Stolte

R./C. Shetler White Family Norma Basey Kathleen Davis LaVonne Rogakis

C./C. England D.&. D. Berg Marie Caster Betty Jensen J & S McMichael

Gibsons/Shetlers La Porta/Tjardes Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed

Baylee Brems TBA Weston Boyce Austin Loschen Pyper Evans

Emilee Ploegstra David King Becky Boyce Hunter Evans Amy Haining

Erika Hartmann Kris King David Haining TBA Connie Harbert

Pachi Stanley Family Sunday Pachi Stanley Family Sunday Family Sunday

Daniel Recor Daniel Recor Nick Harding Andrew Bishop

Emilee Wolsey Katelyn Waldo

9:30 Sanctuary

Elder: North

Elder: South

Deacon

Worship Leader

Song Leader

Sound Operator

Van Driver

Greeters

Coffee Hour

Acolytes

Children’s Moment

Children’s Church

Worship Coordinator this Month: David Haining (Von Prichard will coordinate on July 3rd)

KEY: Preparation = ± Clean Up Sanctuary = ▲ No Extra Duties = ¬ Clean Up Communion = ■

Sabbatical Covenant
As a family of Christians, we proclaim our love for God, Jesus and one another. As a family of Christians,
we send out our pastor and his family on a journey of faith. As a family of Christians, we know that time
and distance do not separate us from love for one another in Christ. Please respond in unison,
“With the help of God, we will,” after each statement is read.

• We as one community will covenant to pray for our pastor, his family and our church – that God
will continue to work in us and that we all continue to grow in the love of Christ.

• We as one community recognize that the ministry of this congregation ultimately belongs to us, and
therefore will take responsibility for continuing the ministry of this church and will adopt an attitude
of “just say yes” when asked to do something while Pastor Tim is away.

• We as one community individually commit to attend Sunday worship as often as possible and
encourage others to do so. In addition, we as individuals will commit to read and participate in the
“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” devotional study beginning in August.

• We as one community will be respectful of the Sabbatical Team’s request not to contact Pastor Tim
under any circumstance during his Sabbatical.

• We as one community will be very supportive of our staff and will make no staff changes except
under extraordinary circumstances.

• We as one community will covenant to continue to support Pastor Tim’s current terms of employ-
ment while he is away.

• We as one community will continue with our current order of worship throughout the duration of
Pastor Tim’s Sabbatical.

• We as one community, now more than ever, will work together to promote radical hospitality
to make everyone in our faith community feel welcomed.

• We as one community will be respectful of our lay leadership, which includes being welcoming and
supportive of our guest speakers.

• We as one community acknowledge that not everything may go as we had expected during Pastor
Tim’s Sabbatical; and we will do our best to see this as an opportunity of growth for our church family.

Pastor’s Response: With the help of God, as part of this one community I covenant to pray for this
congregation and its individual members. I covenant to pray for the staff, leaders, and preachers.
I covenant to spend time in prayer, reflection, study, and rest. I commit to read and participate in the
“Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” devotional study beginning in August. I covenant to share in
this congregation’s mission of sharing hope and life in community wherever I go.


