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By this God is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. John 15:8
When school is in session, there is a church service on Sunday mornings for the boarding students.
About once a month or so students lead the service, and this month our Scripture Union group led
the order of worship and hymn-singing, offered prayers, read the scripture, received the offering,

a and shared a message during the sermon time.

I The scripture the students chose was the story of the birth of Jesus in Matthew 1:18-25. Mphon-
| yana and Bokang both spoke on these verses. Their names are quite appropriate for the text as
nthey mean “Small Gift” and “Praise! Give thanks!” respectively. As God was with both Joseph and
g Mary during their difficult time, so God is with us even today in the problems we face. Mphonyana,
in particular, could testify to this as she was hospitalized after falling and suffering burns from hot
water she was carrying. She has made a full recovery and although small in stature, she has a big
heart for Jesus!
0 Later that afternoon our SU meeting was blessed by the presence of Mr. Waza. Ntate Waza is the
d high school coordinator for Scripture Union in Lesotho and he was spending a week visiting schools
in the southern part of the country. He organized and led the SU Camp in December and is greatly
loved by the SU kids. The group members were delighted to see him again and he will be leading a
Ftraining session here for student leaders at the end of the month. He has borne much fruit through
his labors in reaching out to the young people of Lesotho.

i Jesus says in the remaining words of John 15:8 that by bearing fruit you will be “showing yourselves

t to be my disciples.” While telling others we are disciples is well and good, I’'m always mindful of that
old adage, “Actions speak louder than words.” Even better, we could remember that old grade
school tradition of “Show and Tell”! ~Mark Behle, a missionary with the Lesotho Evangelical Church
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Book Study for the Entire Congregation

ultivatin
On August |5" our entire congregation is invited to join together for a book study

on Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations — Cultivating Fruitfulness through Prayer

=35 and Practice by Robert Schnase. This is a great opportunity for our congregation to
grow together and be united in one common goal. Each family will receive a book
that they may share; we are encouraging our youth and kids to read and participate
in this study as well. The books will be available for pick up on Sunday, August 7*
and 14™. Each week we will examine and consider a different topic with a short daily
reading. At the end of the week the sermon will focus on that particular topic.

Please note that Pastor Tim and his family will also be reading this book while they are on Sabbatical.
Pastor Linda will preach on the first three topics, and Pastor Tim will preach on the last two topics.

So what are the topics? Radical Hospitality. Passionate Worship. Intentional Faith Development.
Risk-Taking Mission and Service. Extravagant Generosity. People are searching for a church shaped
and sustained by these qualities. The presence and strength of these five practices demonstrate
congregational health, vitality and fruitfulness. By repeating and improving these practices, churches
fulfill their mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Our hope is that this study will shape the ways we approach, think and practice our areas of ministry
and personal discipleship; to deepen, amend, use and extend them into our community so that we
are better able to live out the Great Commandment and Great Commission: To love God and to
love others and to share the Good News. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Linda.

Y New Members

We welcome Stuart and Sharon Murpﬁ;'
to membership in First Christian Church.
They joined our fellowship on June 26th.

Thank You for Your Prayers
Dear Congregation,

We would like to thank you for all of your
thoughts and prayers for our families during

this time of our loss of Norma Hammons. |
e

Sincerely, \%f
The Hammons, Berg, and Reed Families

-Or Taking a Break

Crafting Crowd and the Generally In-between
Fifty-five and Twenty Group will not meet during
the month of August. The GIFT Group plans to
get together in September for a barbecue.
Watch the Weekly Caller and the September
Christian Caller for details.

Shiprock Scramble Golf Tournament to Benefit Navajo Work Trip 2011

This year’s golf outing to benefit the Navajo Work Project will take place on Saturday, August 20th.
The tournament will take place at Cattail Creek Golf Course in Loveland. Golfers pay $50 each
(includes green fee, golf balls, tees, refreshments at the course, and an awards

luncheon). Numerous prizes will be awarded! Non-golfers are welcome to

come to the banquet after golf. An adult meal costs $8, children under 10 are $4, \ 3

and children under 3 are free.

« k /
Proceeds from the Shiprock Scramble are used to renovate homes of the elderly | ! i‘

on the Shiprock, New Mexico, Navajo Reservation from September 21-25.

s

.

Maedical Mission Trip to Venezuela

Our regional church, in partnership with the
Rocky Mountain Synod of the United
Church of Christ, is planning a medical
mission to Venezuela in September-.

The mission is in need of translators
(Spanish), medical personnel and other
volunteers (non-medical). If you're interested,
learn more by calling Barbara Hanst at
Boulder’s First Congregational Church,
303-443-1397.

o

Blessed Event
 1Samantha Marie Coffee-Prose was born on

June 28th to former FCC Associate Pastor fester
Coffee-Prose and his wife Kayla. Samantha weighed
9 Ibs, 1 oz at birth. All are doing well.

Book Club to Meet August 3rd

For those who like to read along with us, we are
now reading The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out of

‘@[] Darkness, by Karen Armstrong. We'll meet
at Von Prichard's house (2374 43rd Ave.) on

August 3rd at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the book.

Thank You Note and Invitation
Dear Rev. Harding and VBS participants,

Thank you very much for choosing the
Guadalupe Center to receive your Vacation
Bible School collection. We are deeply appre-
ciative of the $88.85 the children and adult
participants donated. This gift will be designated
for the play area for children. We hope the
participants of Vacation Bible School who
donated will take pride in their part of the
building of a play area. We congratulate you on
your efforts to develop children into future
caring citizens of the world.

We are delighted to invite you to the Grand
Opening of the new Guadalupe Community
Center on Friday, August 26, 2011. A formal
ceremony will begin at 9:00 a.m., and the
Center will be open until 6:00 p.m. for visitors
to tour. . . .Once again, thank you. Your gift
will make a difference.

In Christ’s love, with many blessings to all,

Enita Kearns-Hout, Weld Co. Regional Director
Catholic Charities, Archdiocese of Denver

~ Thank You ~

| want to thank each and every one of you for
your concern, thoughts and prayers following
my surprise hospitalization and surgery. Thanks
too for the cards and phone calls since | have
been home. | have a great church family and
don’t know what | would do without you!

God bless everyone.
My Love,
Norma Basey

¢ José Morales to Speak

On August 7th our Transitional Regional
Minister, José F. Morales, Jr., will be preaching
from our pulpit. Please plan on attending.

Labor Day Campout Plans

Mark your calendar now and sign up on the
Camping Sheet posted on the bulletin
board near Fellowship Hall. We have made
reservations for Mountain Park Campground,
21 miles west of Highway 287 on Highway [4.
It's situated amid ponderosa pines along the
south shore of the Cache La Poudre River.

The group camping area will accommodate
tents and RVs. Volleyball & basketball courts
and horseshoe pits are available. There is
even an enclosed building we will use for
cooking/eating.

If we have 10 families it will cost each family
about $34 for three nights. We can check in
Friday, September 2nd, at 2:00 p.m. and stay
until 1:00 p.m. on Monday, September 5th.

Hazel and Bob Gibson and Carl and Carolyn
England will be FCC camp hosts this
year. Please contact them if you (
have further questions. Campers (\“*
will meet later this summer to

make plans for this traditional w
camping event.
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At our General Assembly Dr. Rev. Fred Craddock read
from the following passage:

“He called the twelve and began to send them out two by
two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a
staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to
them, ‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until
you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you
and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So
they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.
They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many
who were sick and cured them.” Mark 6:7-13.

Our theme for the General Assembly was “Tell it!” Dr.
Craddock was encouraging us to follow the example of
Jesus—to go out into the world and share the good
news of how Jesus Christ has changed our lives, how
God is still at work in the world, and how God is
inviting us all to participate in this Good News. We saw
amazing videos and heard fascinating stories of how
God is at work in the lives of numerous DOC
congregations  throughout our world. These
congregations are reaching out to those who are lost
and alone in exciting and incredible ways—how they
reach out is a different story for each, but the plot is the
same. They pool together their resources and their
gifts in order to reach out to the people in their
communities. Coincidentally one of those videos was
about a church who through their pastor’s sabbatical
worked together to discover new ways to bring life into
their worship. While the pastor was absent, these folks
had to work together in order to continue God’s work.
Once their pastor returned they worked even harder
together to implement their vision and learn how to
invite the people from their community into their church.
They did so in ways that brought life to them all.

This video reaffirmed what | have already experienced
in other congregations—that a time of Sabbatical not
only renews and revitalizes the pastor, but it does the
same for the congregation as well. | have been so
impressed with the amazing ways that people have
worked together and the ways in which people have

" Pastor Linda’s Ponderings — "+

Ponderings, Cont.

taken a risk and have ventured into
experiences they have not had
before—some of them have stood in
front of the congregation for the first
time and shared their stories and how
God has been at work in their lives.

Watching that video reminded me of
the wonderful people we have here at
First Christian Church and the ways
we are growing and will continue to
grow during this time of Sabbatical. |
give thanks to God for this
congregation and | am excited to see
the ways in which we will continue to
grow!

Youth to Share

On Sunday, August 28th, the youth will
be sharing their experiences of how and
where they saw God at work during
their mission trips. So please mark the
date on your calendar; plan to attend
and celebrate with the youth as they
share.

Church Financial Update

Budgeted Income Year to Date $133,718.28
Actual Income as of 6/30/11 $121,170.70

Budgeted Expense Year to Date $133,718.28
Actual Expense as of 6/30/11 $126,360.64

Pentecost Offering $359.00
Baby Bottles $1,400.00
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== “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, ““"°

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control....” Galatians 5:22.

This month we will begin our study of Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. Please note, I
am encouraging all our youth to participate in the readings and study as well as our adults. In
September when we start youth group again, we will also be examining these five practices and
learning how to apply them to our lives.

Max Lucado in his book When God Whispers Your Name shares his thoughts about the fruit of
the Spirit. Lucado advocates that we must choose to live out the fruit of the Spirit—
therefore, Lucado suggests that we commit to choose love rather than hate, and each day we
choose to love God and what God loves. We commit to choose joy rather than succumb to the
temptation to be cynical. We view each problem as an opportunity to see God. We commit to
choose peace rather than violence, we live as forgiven people. We commit to choose patience
rather than cursing the one who takes our place, and rather than complaining the wait is too
long, we take that moment in time to pray and thank God. We commit to choose kindness and
be kind to the rich, the poor and the unkind, for that is how God has treated us. We commit to
choose faithfulness: we keep promises made and act in ways that do not make others doubt
our sincerity. We commit to choose gentleness because nothing is won by force. We will raise
our voice only to praise God and will raise our hands only to pray. We commit to choose self -
control; we will be impassioned only by our faith, and we will be influenced only by God. Lucado
then ends with this thought, "Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. To these I commit my day. If I succeed, I will give thanks. If I fail,
I will seek His grace. And then when this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and rest.”

Youth Events - August 2011
July 315" - August 6™ - Chi Rho Mission Trip to Alamosa, Colorado.

An all-youth event for the month of August is in the works - so please be watching for
emails announcing our next event!

Tennyson Center Needs for July

Hair Gel

Shampoo

Tampons

Hand Lotion

Kleenex (regular size)
Chapstick, regular & flavored

Thin & Ultra Thin Maxi Pads
Construction Paper, assorted 9x12”

Attention Retired Teachers!
Teacher’s Attic Educational Clearinghouse Coming Sept. 17

Sponsored by the Northern Colorado Retired Educators Association in collaboration with
the High Plains Library District and the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences at UNC

Are you still storing useable classroom books and resources too valuable to just discard? These
items often worth hundreds of dollars could be valuable treasures if put into the hands of
young professionals entering the teaching profession or other programs serving the educational
needs of youth. Now you can find a good home for these items and support education at the same
time through this educational clearinghouse event. Registration is required. Deadline to register is
Sept. |. Forms are available on the main bulletin board. For more details email Pat Kennedy at
ncrea@msn.com or call 970-356-7206.




? Getting Recharged!

There is a little book | turn to every now and then when
| want to recharge my spiritual batteries.... The book was
written in 1915 by Harry Emerson Fosdick and is titled,
The Meaning of Prayer. Fosdick writes:

Prayer is the soul of religion, and failure there is not a
superficial lack for the supply of which the spiritual life
leisurely can wait. Failure in prayer is the loss of religion
itself in its inward and dynamic aspect of fellowship with
the Eternal. Only a theoretical deity is left to any [person]
who has ceased to commune with God, and a theoretical
deity saves no [person] from sin and disheartenment
and fills no life with a sense of divine commission.

| am so glad the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is
a praying church and that our religion is vital and dynamic
in spite of the sea of change in which we are living. | am
also glad that the God we worship is not some figment of
myths and legends long abandoned, but a God who is
closer to us than we are to our very selves and a very
present help in times of trouble.

Over the years | have come to identify with that statement
from the Bible that says we are to “pray without ceasing”
[l Thessalonians 5:17]. Our lives are to be so prayerful
that there is not a moment when we are prayer-less.
With every breath a prayer, with every thought a prayer, with
every action a prayer! This is living prayer and juxtaposed
to dead prayer that is a meaningless babble of words
confined to certain times and places and of no sure effect.

Many among us in the church have unwittingly narrowed
the field of prayer to Sunday morning prayers, before and
after meeting prayers, meal and bedtime prayers. Such
might not to a bad place to start, but it cannot be the
place God would have us end up. If you limit your prayer
life to Sunday mornings, before and after meetings, meals
and bedtime there are still over 2,000 minutes in each
and every day that have been bereft of prayer.

If you want to keep your religion vital and your relation-
ship with God one that is personal, there is no substitute
for prayer... one author has stated:

No problem that can't be solved. No sickness that can't be healed.
No burden that can't be lifted. No sinner that can't be saved.
No fallen that can't be lifted. No perishing that can't be rescued.
No hurt that can't be restored. No nation that can't be transfigured.
No hindrance that can't be shaken. No storm that can't be weathered.

Ron Degges, President of Disciples Home Missions (Excerpted)

Christian Women'’s Fellowship

A BRAND NEwW CWF YEAR begins at
noon on Thursday, September 1. Sign up
for lunch after August [5th. Some
changes have been made for CWF
General Meetings.

September 1 Hostess: Joy Group.
Service Project: A Kid’s Place—See
the list of needs in Fellowship Hall.
Program: presented by Cathie Sobieski,
manager of Angelic Accents and Gifts at
St. Peter’s Catholic Church.

Devotion: Sandy Beiser.

Deadline for RSVP sign-up sheet: Aug. 28.

Groups will continue to meet monthly.

General Meetings will take place on
Oct. 6, Dec. |, Feb. 3, Apr. 5, and May 3.
Details will be provided in the yearbook,
available in September. We will have ser-
vice projects at each meeting for your
participation. It’s going to be a great year-.

FCC Men’s Group

The Christian Men's Fellowship group
will be taking our traditional August
break and will NOT meet in August. Our
next meeting will be September 10 at 8
a.m. If you would be willing to serve
breakfast or be in charge of a program,
please notify David Haining (353-7613)
or Carl England.

Birthdays, E-Mail Addresses

Have you ever given us your birth date
or your e-mail address? If not, please
call or e-mail the church office so we can
put your information into our database.
We like to acknowledge birthdays in our
monthly  newsletter. E-mail addresses
make it easier to send out reminders to
our weekly servers. Also, we would
appreciate knowing in advance if
you plan to change your address.
Call the church office at 352-1292.

A Message From a Messy Elder!

Is your life messy? Do you have doubts? Do you
feel less than perfect and somewhat empty? If
your answer is ‘“yes” to any or all of these
questions, then the verdict is in. Yes, it’s certain
that you are right where God wants you!

Okay, you may think that | have just lost my
marbles! Maybe | have, but I've been reading
some books that are telling me that doubts,
messiness, and some level of feeling empty are all
quite normal and are perfect examples of why
we need the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
You see, spiritual growth and Christianity don’t
come in a neat little package, they’re not perfect,
and sometimes they’re not pretty. So let’s
explore this a little bit.

If our lives were nice and neat, we wouldn’t need
God and the teachings of Jesus. If we were
perfect, God wouldn’t have much to help us
with! Our spiritual growth and Christianity are a
part of the ups and downs of life on a road with
many turns and obstacles. Our experiences
bring us closer to God. We learn from our
doubts and challenges by experiencing eternal
grace and forgiveness every step of the way.
Every time you lend a hand or listen to someone
in need of a friendly ear, you are growing closer
to God, and your spiritual meter clicks upward.
Giving a hug, holding a hand, and telling someone
that you love them, are all opportunities to be an
active disciple, because in these simple actions you
are declaring that God is real and Jesus is with us.

Yes, it’s okay to have doubts. Even some of the
twelve disciples doubted. For instance, Thomas
had doubts and Jesus came to help him to grow
in spirit and in faith. Although Thomas was
broken in this manner, he still became famous for
his discipleship and love of Jesus. The Apostle
Paul had a pretty messy life and he had a lot of
doubt and emptiness as he committed crime
after crime against early Christians before his
conversion. Yet he was later chosen by God

Elder Message, cont.

to be a major leader in the movement for the
early church and he authored many of the
books in the New Testament.

So know that your doubts, your feelings of
emptiness, and the messiness of your life are
normal. They don’t make you less of a
Christian or cause you to have a low rating on
some scale of spirituality. Know that God is
with you and wants you to continue to seek
the way, the truth and the light. Take time to
talk with God through prayer. Take time to
listen for God through quiet meditation. Take
time to serve God by finding small ways to
care for and help others.  Allow your
messiness to help you find God, right where
you are in your life journey.

Your Elder, Kris King

Church Bulletin Bloopers
(Funnies from the Internet)

+ The peacemaking meeting scheduled for
today has been cancelled due to a conflict.

+ Don’t let worry kill you off—let the
Church help.

+ Miss Charlene Mason sang “l Will Not
Pass This Way Again,” giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.

+ The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks
on the Water.” The sermon tonight:
“Searching for Jesus.”

+ Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the
choir. They need all the help they can get.

+ The Rector will preach his farewell
message, after which the choir will sing:
“Break Forth Into Joy.”

+ Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24th in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in their
school days.

+ Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 p.m.- @
prayer and medication to follow.
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6 Tony Harding Ronell Heitman Porschia Gray 27 Phyllis Hansberry
6 LaShonda Turner 15 Caren Renee Haining 22 Ed Nealy 27 Brady Harding
9 David Haining 15 Nancy Kurtz 22 Hannah Sinnwell 28 Cambrie Bishop
9 Kayla Highley 15 Corey Rone 23 Matt Bruch 29 Nori Bruch
10 Sandy Beiser 16 Paula Graham 24 Kodi Hays 31 Sam McMichael
10 Isaiah Gray 19 Viola Corliss 24 Ewan Rone
13 Samantha Galindo 22 Rick Billings 26 Mariah Valencia
J Navajo Work Trip to Shiprock, New Mexico

Plan now for our mission trip to the Navajo Nation on September 21-24. You

will create connections with fellow workers from many churches, along with some of
the Navajo people. You will also enjoy the opportunity to respond to your calling as a servant of
God who knows that Jesus calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves. You can provide
improved housing and personal caring for people who need a lift of love and friendship. Choose
your accommodations and the days & projects you can work on. See the registration forms and
further information on the sign-up board in the main hall. Talk with Connie Harbert for details.

You're Invited to Our Community Picnic!

The Elders and the Outreach ministry team invite you to attend our Community Picnic on
Sunday, August 28, at 4:00 p.m. on the back lawn of the church. You won’t want to
miss this picnic and the fun we’re planning! This is a combined event from our
annual Elders All-Church Picnic and the Community Block Party from years past. The
community will be invited to come, and families from VBS will also be invited.

Enjoy the sweet notes of the Gospel Trails band from 4:00-5:00 and then enjoy a
delicious picnic at about 5:00. Additional entertainment will include a bounce
house, Ron Shetler’s train, and more music! The Elders will provide BBQ meat sandwiches, hot
dogs, condiments, chips and drinks. We ask that you bring a side dish or a dessert to share
with others. After supper we will hear music groups from our church including the Praise
Band, children's choir and vocal ensembles from our congregation. We will provide canopies for
shade, as we hope to have the event outdoors on the East lawn. We'll see you there!

? September Worship Services, Sunday School, and Youth Group

First Christian Church will be returning to two worship services beginning Sunday, September 11th.
The first service will begin at 8:15 a.m. and the second service will begin at 10:30 a.m. Our Sunday
School classes will also begin on the | Ith at 9:30 a.m. Youth Group will also resume on the 11th at
4:30 p.m. In late August we will be sending out more information on our Sunday School classes for
children, youth, and adults—please know that we encourage people of all ages to attend, so be
watching for ways you can learn more about God and connect with our community here at FCC!

Worship Coordinator this Month: Robert Boyce

Servers for the Month of August

August 7

9:30 Sanctuary Service

Preacher

Elder: North
Elder: South
Worship Leader
Song Leader
Sound Operator

Van Driver

Diaconate

Greeters

Coffee Hour Host

Acolytes

Children’s Moment
Children’s Church

KEY: Preparation = %

Rev. José Morales, Jr.

Carl England
Diane Doyle

Jim Prichard

Rich Recor
Bruce Waldo

Jim Ploegstra
Alicia Loschen *
Andrew Bishop *
Emilee Wolsey A
Judi Ring A

Paul Warntz -
Beth Warntz -
Tom Teixeira m

Lynn Teixeira m

Jim, Susan Luecht

Ron, Charlotte Shetler
Carl, Carolyn England

Luecht/Teixeira
Baylee Brems
Emilee Ploegstra
Erika Hartmann
Pachi Stanley

August 14

Rev. Linda Harding
Bob Corliss

Gerre Tjardes
Nita White

Bill Kehl

Bruce Waldo
Gary lkenouye
Alicia Loschen m
Andrew Bishop m
Emilee Wolsey *
Judi Ring £

Paul Warntz A
Beth Warntz A
Tom Teixeira -
Lynn Teixeira -

The Heatherlys
White Family

Darron, Debbie Berg

Need Volunteer
Amy Haining
David King

Kris King
Family Sunday

lan Ploegstra, L. Waldo Family Sunday

Clean Up Sanctuary = A

No Extra Duties ="

August 21

Rev. Linda Harding

Gerre Tjardes
Diane Doyle
Gretchen Howland

Connie Davis

Caren Renee Haining

Paul Warntz
Alicia Loschen -
Andrew Bishop —
Emilee Wolsey m
Judi Ring m

Paul Warntz
Beth Warntz
Tom Teixeira A
Lynn Teixeira A
Julie Hoskins
Norma Basey
Marie Caster
Need Volunteer

Weston Boyce
Becky Boyce
David Haining
David Haining
Daniel Recor

August 28

Youth

Gerrre Tjardes
Carl England
Diane Doyle
Gerre Tjardes
Gary lkenouye
Fred Tjardes
Alicia Loschen A
Andrew Bishop A
Emilee Wolsey -
Judi Ring =

Paul Warntz m
Beth Warntz m
Tom Teixeira
Lynn Teixeira
Marilyn Lesser
Kathleen Davis
Betty Jensen
Need Volunteer

Austin Loschen
Hunter Evans

Rev. Linda Harding
Family Sunday
Family Sunday

Clean Up Communion = m

If you are unable to serve on your designated Sunday, please make arrangements for

a replacement.

Please notify your team leader and the church of any changes.




