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Remarkable Blessings

‘ of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and United Church of Christ|
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." (Matthew 5:9)

In a country of division and strife, the churches of South and North Korea meet together regularly each
year to pray and plan joint mission priorities. This in itself is remarkable, but the growing confidence
and strength in their shared faith and vigilant attention to human rights is gaining influence on govern-
mental practices and humanitarian treatment.

Last year the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) and the Korea Christian Federation (KCF) in
the North agreed to use a common prayer in all of the churches of South and North Korea on Easter Sunday.
They ask all of us to join in their prayer journey for healing and reconciliation. The prayer reads in part:

O God, Lord of our history as well as of our nation!
Today we praise you, Lord, who have risen as Eternal Life through the struggle for righteousness,
between lies and truth, at the fork of the path of dying or living....

O Lord, who is still alive and is with us!

As the one day of resurrection has brought a new day continuing through all eternity, and as you accomplish
the salvation of all humankind and all creation through the risen One, Free us from the reality of
war and conflict and from the world of antagonism and jealousy through your mercy and grace.

O Lord! Help us, churches of North and South, sisters and brothers of North and South, to achieve
resurrection itself with one accord. Help us to enjoy a life of peace through our belief and action.
Help us to be reborn as one nation wearing white clothes, a new nation of white and cleanness.
Help us to build a kingdom of peace serving our neighbors, to open a new day of reunification
standing firmly as light for the world.
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A MOMENT WITH TIM

He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down and prayed. Luke 22:41
Holy Week begins on Sunday, April 5%, with our celebration on Palm Sunday. During the week
there are numerous possibilities for participating in special activities including Greeley Interfaith
Association Holy Week services, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services here at First Christian,
a Good Friday Prayer Vigil, and Easter morning festivities beginning at 6:30 a.m. Printed just below
this article is a schedule of the various activities.

| don’t know about you, but I'm exhausted from just writing that sentence about the activities. On
one hand, Holy Week is the most important week in the Christian calendar, so it makes sense that
we have a lot happening. In an ideal world, my advice would be to put everything else in your life on
hold for that week in order to experience more fully its meaning.

On the other hand, | am well aware that we do not live in an ideal world. Obligations such as work,
cooking, dishes, family commitments, and taxes don’t stop because we are in Holy Week. Neither
our kids nor our dog would appreciate it much if Jodi and | decided that dinner isn’t necessary
during Holy Week.

Here is my proposal. Look now at what you have planned during Holy Week. Is there anything on
that schedule you might move so that you can participate more fully in Holy Week? If there is,
move it. Dedicate time for prayer. Dedicate time for worship. If you can’t make any changes, don’t
exhaust yourself by trying to do everything. Choose carefully and wisely so that your spirit may be
filled, not exhausted.

If your schedule is that full, however, you also need to start taking a look at Holy Week next year
(and every week for that matter). Is your schedule so full that you cannot dedicate time to prayer
and spiritual growth? If it is, it’s time to think about priorities and simplifying. It’s time to think
about making an appointment with God every day.

May you feel God’s blessings in this time of year and always.
Bendiciones (Blessings), -
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FCC Special Events & Holy Week Activities
Friday, April 3, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 5. Palm Sunday
Thursday April 9, 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, April 10, 7ato 7p  Prayer Vigil. See the sign-up sheet.
Friday, April 10, 7:.00 p.m. Good Friday Service
Sunday, April 12, 6:30 am. Easter Sunrise Service & light breakfast

9:00 am. Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast
10:30 a.m.

services beginning at noon.
Service locations:

Universalist Church.

Easter As a movement for wholeness and as a beacon of light, the | Methodist Church.

GIA Holy Week Services

Passion of the Christ video & youth movie. || On Tuesday through Friday,
April 7-10, Greeley Interfaith

Association will host Holy Week
Tuesday, April 7—Unitarian

2 Wednesday through Friday,
Sanctuary Service April  8-10—First United

Special Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) brings the light of Christ/ [
Offering to the dark corners of the world. The Easter offering supports /L\/L
Vi

projects like coordinated efforts with the Office of Disciples %*\ Please turn in your

order forms on or
before April 5th.
Lilies cost $14.

Women and Habitat for Humanity. It rebuilds a hospital in war-torn Congo.
It helps missionaries and pastors with basic necessities through the Pension
Fund. You are invited to give generously as we GO LIGHT OUR WOLD!

Easter Lily Orders

I ON-LINE COURSES OFFERED

There are several very good online courses
offered through the Missouri School or Religion
Center for Rural Ministry. If you are interested
you may check out their web site at
www.missourischoolofreligion.org

or call for information at 573-635-1187.

I FALL WOMEN’'S RENEWAL DATE SET

SAVE THE DATE!

SEPTEMBER | I- 13, 2009 — ESTES PARK, CO
Mark your calendars and tell all your friends and
the women of your church.

Savor the sweet life!

Attend a women's ministry retreat that will leave
women feeling completely nourished in their
friendships with God and others. At Sweet Life
Cafe' women stay engaged and feel a sense of
belonging as they encounter a buffet of refresh-
ing group experiences and personal alone time
with God.

It's all about savoring!

- Savoring time with friends

- Savoring time with God

- Savoring time to make a difference serving others.

Sweet Life Café...

where women leave feeling nourished...
satisfied...full of the bread of life!
...Lenna Fajerman and Diana Hatler

“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is
fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord
is to be praised.” Proverbs 31:30

I CRMR WEB SITE INFO & CALENDAR

For information to be included in the Disciple
Link Newsletter, send it to
crmrdocnewsletter@comcast.net

sfr o o ofs o

Easter Blessingsto You and Your Family!

MISSIONARY NEWS

The Outreach Ministry Team, in conjunction with
First Congregational Church, is sponsoring a visit
from missionary Cathy Nichols. Cathy works
through Sabeel, a Global Ministries mission part-
ner in east Jerusalem. First Congregational will
host the visit on Thursday, April 16, at 7:00 pm.

In May we will host Global Ministries missionary
Bruce Van Voorhis who works with the Asian
Human Rights Commission. We will invite members
from First Congregational to join us for that visit.
Global Ministries is a common worldwide witness
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and
the United Church of Christ.

Dear Church Family,
We don’t realize how important our “church family”
is to us until something major happens in our life.
You are the best!! | can never thank all of you for the
meals, calls, cards, contributions in Dwaine’s memory
and so much caring. | have truly felt wrapped in love.
Thank you so much, | love you all.

With love,
Nancy Kurtz

GUTENBERG BIBLE

Johannes Gutenberg, who is credited as being the
inventor of printing from movable type, was born
between 1394 and 1400, and died in 1468. He
printed the Bible sometime between 1450 and
1455, the exact date being unknown, but copies
were for sale before August 1456. There were
42 lines per column. Forty-seven copies survive,
of which 13 are in the United States. (Source: En-
cyclopedia Americana.) Western history ignores
that the Chinese had been printing long before
the Gutenberg press was invented. (Source:
1421—The Year China Discovered America, p. 62.)

In 1782, the first Bible was published in the United
States. George Hypes has a very fragile old Bible
that was published in the United Sates in 1805.

George Hypes, Church Historian = {2
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Excerpts from

Y CRMR DISCIPLE LINK

IATTENTION ARTISTS & CREATIVE PEOPLE

The next Regional Assembly will be held in
Pueblo, CO, April 23-24, 2010. We will be
“Launching the New Vision.” How about you
artistic types designing a cover for our
program?? If you will, please send your artistic
renderings to:

Carolyn Holdsworth, hldswrth_2@msn.com

or 4169 West 3860 South,
West Valley City, UT, 84120

I CWS TRAVELS TO INDONESIA

Over 225,000 people were killed when the tsu-
nami struck Indonesia and surrounding areas on
December 26, 2004. Nine volunteers from the
Church World Service (CWS) Rocky Moun-
tain Region just returned from visiting the site,
the mass graves, and families whose lives are
being rebuilt from one of the deadliest natural
disasters in recorded history.

As a partner of Church World Service, you
helped make an immediate and ongoing CWS
response possible. These volunteers are

now ready to share with you what they saw and
observed during 10 intense days in Indonesia.

The CROP Hunger Walk and our Blankets +
program has enabled congregations to help out
with CWS disaster response for decades. When
you lose your home, your family, your livelihood,
and everything else, the items provided through
the Blankets + program can seem like manna
from heaven.

The nine people talked face to face to people in
Indonesia, and those people profusely thanked
the nine and all who helped through CWS. Call
the CWS office at 303-455-5765 to sched-
ule a speaker and learn more about how
our partnership is transforming lives all
around the world.

I TAX TIME — TITHE TIME

Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” When
they heard this, they were amazed. So they left
him and went away. Matt. 22:21-22

Do you realize most us give 20% +/- of our
yearly income to the government (Caesar)?! And
yet God only asks for 10%! How many of us
really give 10% to God for all the blessings He
provides to us each and every day. Let us not
“leave him and go away.” Rather, let us be more
than grateful for our many blessings and the
fellowship we enjoy within our congregations.
And--don’t forget your Region needs your
financial and prayerful support also. In the past
few years we have been most lax about support-
ing our Region. It is time for us to correct that.
They provide many services to our congregations
of which we are often times unaware!

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.” 2 Cor. 9:6

I DISCIPLE CARE NETWORK NEWS

Bob Cooper was elected President of the
Disciples Care Network Board of Directors at
the annual meeting in San Antonio on January 26.
Congratulations, Bob!

If you haven't looked at the Disciples Care Network
web site, please do. www.disciplescarenetwork.org

DCN will offer four resource groups and a din-
ner at the General Assembly. Fred Craddock
will speak at the dinner on Saturday, August , on
the topic of The Church's Role in Social and
Health Services. More information will be forth-
coming, or contact Don Brewer at 303-425-
1337. DnDBrewer@aol.com

ICRMR WEB SITE INFO & CALENDAR

Visit centralrockymountaindisciples.org for
the latest information on upcoming events,
meetings, camps, and activities
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Greetings Youth,

Now that Easter is over, I wish that I could say that everything was going to slow down, but
that is just not the case. This month we have our regular meetings, filled with worship,
games, learning and fellowship, and we are going to begin getting ready for youth Sunday,
which will happen May 17™. So now is not the time to say, "Phew, now that Easter is over, T

can take a break.”

Youth Sunday is a great Sunday for many reasons. It is a chance for our youth to lead in
every part of worship. Often times I know that many of you wonder what it would be like o
say the words of institution or to give the sermon. Well, this is your chance. It isalso a
great opportunity for our adults to see our youth. Many times youth are just faces in a crowd
for adults, and adults are just faces in a crowd for youth. Youth Sunday always seems to help

open the doors of communication.

Most importantly, Youth Sunday is your chance to put your own
spin on the Sunday morning service. It is your week to choose
order of worship, music, prayers, style—everything. Many times
it is the one Sunday of the year that is both exciting and uncom-
fortable all at the same time. I hope that you all take some time
in the coming weeks to think about what you would like to see in
this year's youth Sunday. I am sure it will be great.

fester

.............................................................................

Habitat for Hope Breakfast

On April 30th at 7:00 am. at the Aims Corpo- :
rate Education Center, Habitat for Humanity
will be hosting their Hope Breakfast. Thisisa :
great opportunity to hear more about Habitat :
and what they are doing here in Weld County. :
There is no cost for this breakfast, but they
i You may place the filled eggs in the same box
: where you found the bags of empty eggs.

and has seven more seats to fill, so if you or
someone you know wants to find out more about

supporting Habitat, please talk with him soon. There { 55qucts. Talk with fester or Geneva Weiler if

i you have questions.

will be asking for donations to support local
efforts. Fester Coffee-Prose is a table captain

will be a sign-up sheet outside of Fellowship Hall.

N
A

Youth Sunday
||

.............................................................................

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

{+) Bags of empty plastic eggs are available for
pick up in Fellowship Hall. We ask that you help
us fill the eggs with candy for the Children’s
Easter Egg Hunt on Easter morning. Please
return the plastic eggs filled with candy to the
church on or before 9:00 a.m. Easter morning.

&) We ask that you do not fill the eggs with
money or any candy containing peanut




CHRISTIAN WOMEN'’S
FELLOWSHIP

CWEF will hold a general meeting and
catered luncheon at noon on April 2. Peace
Group will host the luncheon. The program
“Anticipating Easter” will be given by Carol
Hypes. As individuals anticipating Easter, ask
yourselves, “What do | do to prepare for Easter
(now and in the past)?”

The service project is collecting items for
layettes to be given to the nursery at the hospital.
A list of items needed can be obtained from Norma
Hammons or from a group leader. This project
will continue through May. There is a box in
Fellowship Hall in which you may place your items.

The “Daughters’ Dessert” will be held
on May 5 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The
Meeker Elementary School Percussion
Ensemble, under the direction of Darlene
James, will provide entertainment. Once again,
as they have in the past, the men of the church
will make and serve the dessert. A free will
offering will be taken and will go to the music
director and the men’s group.

April Meetings:

Women’s Prayer Breakfast—April 4, 9:30 a.m.
CWEF Board-April 9,9:30 a.m.

Joy Group—April 14, 1:15 p.m.

Kindness Group—April 23, 9:30 a.m.

Peace Group—April 23, 1:30 p.m.

Delilah Group—April 22, 6:30 p.m.

All meetings will be held in the church parlor.

All-Church Cleanup Day

Come one, come all—male or female, young
or old—to the church cleanup day on April
Il from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. Come for the
full time or just for the part you are available.
We will be working on getting some small
repairs done around the church, cleaning up
the outside and sprucing up the inside in
preparation for Easter services the following
day. There will be jobs of all sizes and
shapes, so we can utilize any skills you may
possess. Along with feeling you helped

\ make the church a place we can
\ i
@@ " all be proud of, there will
)" be plenty of fellowship fo_-
L3

and fun to be had ]
by all. Join us! e~

Layette Time

It’s always fun to look at and buy clothes for
babies. The box for the layettes is in the
“Mission Corner” in Fellowship Hall. We will
collect these through May, and then they will
be delivered to NCMC. There
are lists in a packet on the side
of the box. Let’s fill the box.

Norma Hammons

How are We Doing? Tennyson Center
Income 2009 Needs for April
Planned Year to Date Microwave Popcorn
$49,418.16 Kleenex
Actual as of 2/28/09 Peppermint Lifesavers
$47,371.63 Water Bottles
Expenses 2009 Dlspossable Cameras
unscreen
Planned Year (SPF 30 or higher)
to Date I-ounce Dixie Cups
$49,369.36 Toilet Paper
Actual as of 2/28/09 Zip-Lock Sandwich
$49,997.15 Bags

Daughters’ Dessert
The ever-popular Daughters’ Dessert will be
held on Tuesday, May 5th, at 7:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. There will be outstanding
desserts, entertainment, and table favors!

CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

‘ Men of all ages, shapes, and sizes
are invited to the FCC Christian Men’s

Fellowship meeting on April || from

mEN| 7:30-8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We

will enjoy breakfast & fellowship and a

then help spruce up the church for &

Easter Sunday as part of the All-Church

Work Day.

ELDERS’ MESSAGE

As a new Elder, | have so many thoughts on what to write to you
about. Is it the life of our church, what the Elders are doing, or our
upcoming Holy Week activities? The list can go on and on, but I've
been reading Unbinding the Heart by Martha Grace Reese, and I've been
learning to begin to allow the Spirit to connect me with God. The
word that | keep coming up with for this WNF journey, is WOW!

I've been getting these nudges that I'm not used to. I'm
beginning to realize they are from the Holy Spirit, directing me to
think and act in ways that aren’t in my natural tendencies. You see, |
haven’t been the greatest example for prayer, and | don’t think | have
the deepest understanding of the power of prayer, but the picture is
starting to come into focus. By nature | am a doer, a decision maker,
and | generally don’t have a great deal of patience.

| believe that God is sending messages to me and to our church
through this book study. God is sending us a reminder to let the
reins go — to turn it over! This might be a bit scary and unnatural—
it is for me! Yes, we are the ones who will take action when needed;
however, we don’t always need to make the decisions. We often get
stuck in the habit of over-thinking solutions (personal, professional,
and church related) based on what we think the outcome will be.
We base decisions on the reactions we will get (positive and
negative) from those we care about. I’'m going to go out on a limb
here— maybe we need to start taking the human tendencies out of
our decision making. We might find that individual and group prayer
will provide us with the best solutions and results. We need to be
mindful that our prayers might need to change:

~How and where will we pray? Who or what will we pray for?

~What will we need in order to focus and connect with God?

~Will we remember to let go and allow God to show us the way?

~Are we open to God’s will?

~Will we be patient, and will we look for the small or hidden
answers or changes?

As one of your Elders, | will do my best to take off the bridle
and allow God to show me the way. Will you?

Heavenly Father, we praise you in all that we do! Bring the Holy
Spirit to enter our hearts and minds to provide us with the ultimate
connection - the line to you, God. Help us to let go and to release
our burdens, concerns, and decisions to you. Father, guide us in all
that we do and say. Give us strength, courage, and love to share the
faith we have in You. Forgive us for our transgressions and help us
to be forgiving of others. It is in Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Kris King, FCC Elder

G.LF.T. Group
“Destination Unknown”

Are you ready for some fun?
Come and join the Generally
In-between Fifty-five and
Twenty Group on Saturday,
April  25th, for our
“Destination Unknown” event.
Where will it be this year?
Only the Bobbitts and Kings
know—or do they? The bigger
the group, the better the
fellowship we have. Childcare

will be provided at the

&7 church.  Watch for
¥ F

3 more details in the
" Weekly Caller and on
the sign-up board.

L.A.F.F. Group
Palm Sunday Brunch
The Life After Fifty-Five
Group is having brunch at
the Eaton Country Club on
April 5th at 12:15 p.m. Cost
is $13.95 & reservations 3

are required. Contact ¢
Veronica at 454-0159. /?

Save the Date!
Please note these
up-coming special events.
July 29-August 2
General Assembly
September 11-13
2009 Women's Retreat
September 18-20
2009 Men's Retreat
September 23-27
Shiprock Mission Trip

October 12-20
Venezeula Medical
Mission Trip
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1 Milt Hollingshead 14 Margaret Crawford Jack Holland
1 Owen Schneider 20 Doug Malcom 26 Charlotte Kidd
2 Sylvia Werbin 21 Irene Cook 27 Jim Richardson
6 Taylor Rainbolt 21 Kathleen Davis 27 LaVonne Rogakis
8 Leona Stevens 22 Marjorie Kadlub 29 Erika Hartmann
11 Jodi Bobbitt 22 Tessa Rainbolt 29 Liza Malcom
11 Carl England 23 Madysen Bruch 30 Hannah Perry
13 Sue Sinnwell 24 Wynona Herbst 30 Bob Richardson

8:15 Chapel Service
Elder

Deacon

Worship Leader
Song Leader

Pianist

10:30 Sanctuary Service
Elder: North
Elder: South

3/11 General Board Meeting Notes

¢ As part of the Spiritual Strategic Journey, many
goals were set in place a couple of years ago. Many of
the goals have been met, but many still need work
to complete. The Board will focus on the following
four areas this year: Growth, Spirituality, Outreach,
and Worship. Each ministry team will explore the
goals they feel are needed over the next month or
two to further our ministry in these areas.

¢ A team is being formed to review the Church’s
financial processes and recommend to the board
changes that may be needed. Anyone interested in
helping with this team is encouraged to contact
David Haining as soon as possible.

¢ A proposal from the Trustees for a Special
Gifts Policy was reviewed and passed its second
and final round of voting. The policy helps
designate how special gifts to the church are to
be handled. A copy of the new official policy can
be obtained from the Trustees.

¢ An overview of the Preschool was presented
by Courtney Landon, Preschool Director, and Kelly
Jensen, Preschool Board Representative. The
Preschool has stabilized with a full staff and a
good financial situation. Enrollment for next
year is now open and help from the whole
congregation is needed to spread the word.
Many thanks to all those who have been involved
in getting the Preschool to where it is now!

¢ A special recognition went out to the
Preschool Ministry led by Kelly Jensen for

General Board Notes, cont.

sorting through the issues that have faced the
Preschool over the last year, and for providing
such a fabulous ministry to the children and
families involved.

¢ The Board gave input to the Worship Ministry on
worship plans this summer. If anyone has input,
please get it to Hazel Gibson as soon as possible.

Tennyson Center at

Colorado Christian Home

Submitted by David Haining
Northern Colorado Dinner
April 17th at the Fort Collins Marriott.

Tables will be hosted by Jim & Von Prichard,
David & Caren Renee Haining, and Rich & Verna
Recor. We'll be taking a van. Babysitting will be
provided at the church. Please see the sign-up
sheet in the main hall. Come join us!

* FCC Preschool News

1- The preschool children have been
enjoying the beautiful spring weather! We have
a field trip planned, and we are starting a new
fundraiser this spring. We are selling Subway
coupon cards, and the cards are $10.00 each
with $9.00 of each card sold going to the
preschool. We will be selling these outside of
Sunday church services, so please help support
the preschool by purchasing a card!

Deacons

Worship Leader
Song Leader
Sound Operator
Van Driver
Greeters

Coffee Hour

Acolytes

Children’s Moment
Children’s Church

Servers for the Month of April

April 5

Tessa Johnson
Ronell Heitman
Jim Richardson
C.R. Haining
Chris Coon

Julie Hoskins
Bessie Bishop

Janean Beamanm
Kelly Davis &
TBA

TBA

Rick Billings m
Shirley Miller A
P. Hansberry &
Bob Corliss A

Sam McMichael
Rich Recor
Caitlin Berg
TBA

J./S. Luecht
R./C. Shetler
C./C. England

Andrew Bishop
Kane Shirley

fester Prose

Michelle Gray
Daniel Recor

April 9 April 12 April 19
Maundy Thursday
Tessa Johnson  Patty Endres
Deb Richardson  Ronell Heitman
Hazel Gibson Ronell Heitman
Organ: Tessa Johnson  G. Howland

Jodi Hartmann  Gretchen Howland Nancy Kurtz

Julie Hoskins
Patty Endres

Cody Highley A Cody Highley A  Janean Beamanm

Patty Endres
Bessie Bishop

Bessie Bishop
Julie Hoskins

Sheila Takumoto A Sheila Takumoto A Kelly Davis
Beth Warntz & BethWarntz & TBA &
Paul Warntz &  Paul Warntz & TBA &
Marilyn Lesserm Marilyn Lesserm  Rick Billings A
TBAm TBAm Shirley Miller m
Von Prichard Von Prichard P. Hansberry
Verna Recor Verna Recor Bob Corliss m
Cambrie Bishop  Emilee Wolsey
Bill Kehl Connie Davis
Jim Prichard Janice Billings  Gary lkenouye
Gary lkenouye  Paul Warntz
Evelyn Kehl R./J. Billings
Helen Stolte Norma Basey
D./D. Berg Marie Caster
——- Volunteers Needed ——-
Josh Bobbitt Scott Haining
Emilee Wolsey ~ Daniel Recor
Kris King David Haining
Jodi Bobbitt David Haining
Andrew Bishop ~ Emilee Wolsey

April 26

Julie Hoskins
D. Richardson
f. Coffee-Prose
Tessa Johnson
Nita White

Tessa Johnson
Patty Endres
Cody Highley m
S. Takumoto m
Beth WarntzA
P. Warntz A
Marilyn Lesser
TBA
V. Prichard &
V. Recor &

Todd Loschen
Gerre Tjardes
Bruce Waldo
Fred Tjardes

M. Lesser
Kathleen Davis
Betty Jensen

C. Bishop
Lauryn Waldo

E. Hartmann

Lynne Waldo
Katelyn Waldo

KEY: PREPARATION=&  CLEAN UP SANCTUARY=A CLEAN UP COMMUNION=n

If you are unable to serve on your designated Sunday, please make arrangements for a
replacement. Please notify your team leader and the church of any changes.




